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taw denies Tehran rplein bombing 

NICOSIA (AP) — ■ Iran oo Saturday- again denied invotvement in the 
bombing of tbe Israeli embassy in Buenos Aires, after the U.S. 
Department said Tehran may have had a role. In a statement carried by' 

tbe American state men t as-**an unfounded daim^auud a^MeBe."The 
ministry said throogfr a spokesman: “This new U.S. T r ywfVre is an 
attempt by the American policymakers to overshadow their internal crisis, 
which stems from injustice, racial dacrtmmatioo and h pman rights 
viotatioasio that country.” He was referring to last week's riots in Los 
Angeles, in which at feast 58 people wen kflied. The uprising was 
triggered by an all-white jury’s acquittal of four pofioemen in the 

videotaped bearing of a Mack motorist. It was not Iran's first of 
involvement in the March 17 Argentina bombing, which ?g people, 
and was'dearfy reiterated as a response to the latest American statement 
State Department spokeswoman Margaret Tutwiler said Thursday in a 
statement that “information has been gathered that indicates Iranian 
involvement in tbe attack, but there is not conclusive evidence at 
tune." The pro-Iranian Lebanese underground group T«i»mir. Jihad las 
dashed responsibility for the bombing. 
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Hrawi, Assad discuss Beirut crisis 

DAMASCUS (R) — Lebanese President Elias Hrawi opened talks with 
Syrian leader Hafez AI Assad on the formation of a new cabinet in 
Lebanon following the resignation of Prime Minister Omar Karami. 
Officials and diplomats said Mr. Hrawi and Mr. Assad had a closed-door 
meeting before being joined by Syrian Vice-President Abdul Halim 
Khaddam, a specialist in Lebanese affairs. Mr. Assad, whose country 
maintains some 40.000 troops deployed over two-thirds of Lebanon, has a 
major say in the country’s politics. Mr. Karami, faced with the worst civil 
unrest in yean, resigned on Wednesday and has ruled out beading a new 
cabinet. Diplomats and officials say there are several candidates to head a 
new government. They include Sami AJ Khatib, interior minister in Mr. 
Karami's cabinet, and Salim A! Hoss, a U.S.-educated economist and 
prime minister during the civil war. Under Lebanon's complex political 
system the premiership goes to a Sunni Muslim. 
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Xing, Arafat 
.exchange views 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty 
E3rig Hussein Saturday made a 
telephone call with Palestine 
President Yasser Arafat and ex- 
changed with him views on tbe 
current Arab situation and 
Palestinian- Jor danian coordina- 
tion at the current' stage of the 
Middle East peace process. Mr. 
Arafatexpressed his appreciation 
of King Hussein’s stand on the 
issue of renovating tbe Dome of 
the Rock Mosque and tbe King’s 
directives to tbe concerned au- 
thorities to speed up work in the 
renovation project. Upon direc- 
tives by King Hussein, the council 
of ministers last week allocated 
JB 10 million for the project Mr. 
Arafat affirmed that the King’s 
gesture is a continuation of Jor- 
dan's principled stands which 
have always supported the 
Palestinian people. 


Royal decrees 
approve laws 

AMMAN (Petra) — A Royal 
Decree was issued Saturday 
approving the bousing and urban 
development corporation law. 
Another Royal Decree was 
osued approving an amendment 
to the Public. Security Depart- 
ment (PSD) Martyra Fund law. 
Another decree issued Saturday 
approved an amendment to the 
Royal Jordanian airlines and an 
amendment to a system on the 
dvfl service of high ranking offi- 
cials at tbe Royal Court. Other 
Royal Decrees were issued 
approving an amendment to tbe 
Social Security Corporation 
(SSC) employees system, tbe SSC 
employees allowance system, and 
an amendment to tbe government 
departments manning table sys- 
tem. ■' .. 

Iraq: Sanctions 
4 .;: killed 120,000 

NICOSIA (AP) — An Iraqi 
newspaper said Saturday that 
: - U.N .-imposed sanctions led to 
- tbe death of nearly 120,000 peo- 
- pie in the six- month period en- 

- ding in February. The newspaper 
• ---A. Ai Iraq, quoted by the official 

: '-v Iraqi News Agency, said those 
figures included 39,114 children 
under five years old who "died as 
: r r . a result of die massacre of geno- 
'•*' dde being committed by the 
\ :r. gangs of international terrorism, 
led by the c riminal of the age, 
7.-1; (U.S. President) Bush.” 

Muslim theologians 
begin debate 

JEDDAH (AP) — Muslim 
theologians began a six-day con- 
ference Saturday to debate issues 
such as the ethics of stock market 
dealings, but King Fahd advised 
them to strive to keep a sense of 
tive. “It is imperative that 
s pool their energies to 
face their real enemies i n stead of 
wasting these powers cm petty 
differences,” King Fahd arid In 
address delivered on his be- 
by his brother Prince Majed, 
the governor of the Holy City of 
Mecca; “We fear that Muslims 
may be extremely hostile to each 
other whenever they differ on any 
secondary issues concerning the 
Islamic faith,” he said. 

v - 2 killed in 
Sidon blast 

SIDON (AP) — An unidentified 
" assailant trailed a hand grenade 
' , in the downtown area of this 
• southern port Saturday, killing 

v two people, inducting a pcifice- 

- man, police said. They saidtbe 
victims were police Corporal Sto- 
mas Stomas, 34, and Hussein 

Vr- Sayyed, 32, a Palestinian. The 
v . police report said a man sus- 
pected of being a friend of tbe 
. assailan t’s was arrested for inves- 

w : ’’ tigation. The suspect was not 
■ ’J 1 identified farther. 
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Egyptian militants 
demand release 

CAIRO (R) — Muslim mili ta nts 
on trial. on charges of stealing 
gold told an Egyptian court on 
Saturday they deserved the same 
treatment as four Israelis set free 
earlier this week- “Justice re- 
quires equality between us and 
Jews* Mohammad Saad Osman, 
one of the 16 bearded defen- 
dants, told a state security court. 
fOn Wednesday, Egypt released 
and depo rte d thre e Israeli Arabs 
and an Israeli Jew detained since 
February cm suspicion of spying. 
The four had not. been charged. 


Palestinian delegates 
reportedly address 
PCC talks in Tunis 


TUNIS (Agencies) — Four mem- 
bers of the Palestinian delegation 
to trilateral peace talks with Israel 
have addressed a Palestine Cen- 
tral Council (PCC) meeting in 
Tunis, defying an ineffective 
Israeli ban on contacts with tbe 
organisation, delegates said 
Saturday. 

Faisal AJ Husseini, Hunan 
Ashrawi, Ghassan AI Khatib and 
Zahira Kamal travelled to Turds 
secretly and reported on Thurs- 
day night to tbe council, they told 
Reuters. 

• Mr. Husseini is the overall 
leader of the Palestinian delega- 
tion to the peace talks and Dr. 
Ashrawi is their official spokes- 
woman. 

Israeli laws ban contacts with 
tbe Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) bnt the Israeli 
authorities have not enforced tbe 
law against die Palestinian nego- 
tiators. 

Mr. Husseini and Dr. Ashrawi 
were said to have addressed a 
dosed session of the Palestine 
National Conned in Algiers last 
October. Israeli officials said la- 
ter they could be prosecuted if 
there was enough evidence 
against them. 

The negotiators told the PCC 
meeting there coujd be no prog- 
ress in the bilateral talks until 


Israel stopped moving Jewish set- 
tiers to tbe occupied territories. 

They said the economic and 
social si tuation in tbe occupied 
territories was deteriorating and 
complained about internal dis- 
putes between the PLO factions 
there, the delegates said. 

The PCC has been meeting 
behind dosed doors since Thurs- 
day and was expected to end on 
Saturday night. 

Delegates said tins debate was 
heated between a majority led by 
PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat 
and hardliners opposed to talks 
with Israel within the framework 
proposed by the United States. 

Hardliners, mainly the Popular 
Front for. the liberation of Pales- 
tine (PFLP) and the Nayef 
Hawatmeh wing of the Democra- 
tic Front for the liberation of 
Palestine (DFLP) urged the 
council to reject any further parti- 
cipation in both bilateral and 
multilateral talks as long as the 
Palestinian delegation does not 
indude Palestinian exiles. 

The U.S. and Russian sponsors 
of the talks have invited exiles 
only to two out of five sets of 
multilateral talks, ilmae on re- 
fugees and on economic develop- 
ment. 

(Continaed on page 5) 


U.N. official is due in 
Libya with Ghali letter 


UNITED NATIONS (Agencies) 
— Secretary-General Boutros 
Ghali is sending a senior official 
to Tripoli with a letter asking 
Libyan leader Mnammar Qadbafi 
to comply with U.N- demands for 
the handover of agents accused of 
bombing a Pan Am plane over 
Lockerbie, Scotland in 1988, di- 
plomats said. 

The official, Undersecretary- 
General Vladimir Petrovsky, 
plans to reach Tripoli over tbe 
weekend. 

Mr. Petrovsky said during a 
stop in Rome that he was going 
“to see if ther were any new 
developments,” tbe Italian news 
agency ANSA reported. 

Mr. Petrovsky was to fly from 
Rome to Tunis Saturday, pro- 
ceeding to Tripoli by ground 
transportation Sunday to meet 
with Libyan leader Mnammar 
Qadbafi. 

“We of tire United Nations 
always have to be optimistic,” he 
said, after meeting with Italian 
Foreign Minister Gianni de 
MicheUs to discuss the Libyan 
crisis, ANSA said. “It*s not too 
late” for Libya to honour tbe 
U.N. resolution, Mr. Petrovsky 
said. 

Libya has been under U.N. 
sanctions since April 15 for its 
refusal to surrender the two men 
indicted by the United States and 
Britain for the December 1988 
bombing that took 270 fives. 

Tbe sanctions include a ban on 
all civilian air traffic to and from 
Libya, an embargo on all military 
supplies and aid and a reduction 
of Libyan diplomatic missions 
abroad. 

Asked about tbe trip, U.S. 


Ambassador Thomas Pickering 
told re p o r ters, “The message is 
the same one that has always 
been out there that it is long past 
time that Libya complied with 
(U.N.) resolutions.” 

UN. sources also said tbe let- 
ter suggests U.N. observers 
attend arty trial of the accused. 

Mir. Pickering said be was not 
aware of tbe proposal but nor- 
mally trials in the United States 
were open to anyone. But be 
would have to “take another 
look” and ask the Department of 
Justice if such a request was 
made. 

Diplomats said Dr. Ghali was 
exerosing Ins right under resolu- 
tions to “seek the cooperation” 
of Libya to “provide a full and 
effective response” to Security 
Council requests. 

Some envoys also said the trip 
was being undertaken at the 
urging of Egypt and followed an 
Arab League meeting in Cairo 
last week that expressed “deep 
concern” at the sanctions and 
sought to bead off any escalation 
in the crisis between Libya and 
the West. 

A league statement said that a 
seven-nation Arab committee 
would continue its efforts as soon 
as posable “to find a suitable 
solution according to the princi- 
ples of international law. 

Libya was to begin a compli- 
cated parliamentary process 
Saturday that could give it a 
face-saving way to end its stan- 
doff with tbe West. 

Nationwide neighbourhood 
congresses, caucuses of Libyans 

' (Coatfaraed on page 5) 



KING MEETS POLICE CHIEF: His Fade! Afi Fhdd, tbe Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
Majesty King Hussein Saturday paid a visit to the reported. Tbe talks covered the security situation in 
Headquarters of the Public Security Directorate tbe Kingdom and the King issued related instrnc- 
(PSD) and held talks with PSD Director-General it 


‘U.S. reports increasing settlements 


WASHINGTON ( AP) — Israel’s 
settlements in the occupied terri- 
tories have increased by 25 per 
cent over the past year and hous- 
ing construction tos outpaced tbe % 
government’s ability to entice 
new residents, according to a new 
State Department report. 

The report reflected Israel’s 
apparent determination to streng- 
then its grip on the occupied 
Palestinian lands at a time when it 
has entered into U.S.-sponsored 
peace talks with the Arabs. 


The State Department report 
to Congress said some 245,000 
Israeli settlers nov live in about 
250 settlements in the occupied 
territories which the U.S. govern- 
ment defines as the West Bank. 
Gaza Strip, Golan Heights and 
East Jerusalem. 

The report was an update of a 
study done a year ago which put 
tbe number of settlements at 
roughly 200, and tbe number of 
settlers at more than 200,000. 

Jews now make up about 13 


per cent of the occupied territor- 
ies’ population, the State Depart- 
ment concluded.' 

The largest increase came on 
tbe West Bank, where the num- 
ber of settlers grew by between 
7,000 and 10,000 in 1991, and 
East Jerusalem, where 9,000 new 
settlers were added, the depart- 
ment said. The number of West 
Bank settlements grew from ab- 
out 150 to 180. 

(Continued on page 5) 


Kabul 

truce 

extended 

KABUL (Agencies) — Rival re- 
bel factions on Saturday agreed 
to extend their tenuous ceasefire 
for three more days to try to bring 
peace to the war-weary capital. 

The truce between the fighters 
of Hezb-e-IsIami, led by re- 
negade chief Gulbuddin Hek- 
matyar, and those backing the 
new Islamic interim government 
was dne to expire Saturday morn- 
ing. 

But the two sides decided to 
extend the agreement untfl Mon- 
day evening, rebel sources said. 

The interim government of for- 
mer rebels remain divided by the 
personal rivalries and ambitions 
that kept them from forming a 
united front throughout the 14- 
year war against tbe Sennet- 
installed government. 

Kabul’s schools reopened 
Saturday for the first time since 
March but few pupils attended 
for fear that the ceasefire in the 
capital could break down. 

An official of the new govern- 
ment said some teachers also 
stayed away. 

Asked if Mr. Hekmatyar would 
cany out his threat to attack the 
city if militia forces were not 
expelled, his' spokesman said: 
“Of course be has tbe forces. If 
be is attacked he will use them.” 

“But we hope that will never 
happen. We are looking for a 
peaceful settlement through 
negotiation.” 

Tbe former government’s mili- 
tias, mostly recruited from 
Afghanis tan's ethnic minorities, 
switched rides last month to help 
(Continued on page 5) 


Hardliners trounced in 
Iranian run-off elections 


TEHRAN (Agencies) — Iranians 
elected a flood of newcomers to 
parliament in runoff ballot results 
Saturday, confirming a landslide 
for backers of President Hashemi 
Rafsanjani that buried bis anti- 
Western rivals. 

In results announced for 87 
seats, carried by tbe official Isla- 
mic Republic News Agency 
(IRNA), only nine incumbents 
from the hardline lame-duck par- 
liament won reelection. 

The rest went to new faces who 
are overwhelmingly pro- 
Rafsanjam. That trend was ex- 
pected to prevail as more results 
were divulged. 

Tbe result appeared to cut the 
radicals, who call themselves the 
true followers of the late Ayatol- 
lah Rubollah Khomeini, down to 
a small rump in the parliament 
they had dominated for years. 

That would eliminate a major 
roadblock that slowed tbe pace of 
Mr. Rafsanjani’s reforms, which 
include seeking financial aid from 
the West and tolerating a mild 
social liberalisation. 

With more than a third of 
ballot boxes in Tehran counted, 
pro-Rafsanjani candidates were 
set to win all the capital’s 28 seats 
contested in Friday’s run-off, an 
official at Resalat newspaper 
said. 

“More than 50 per cent of the 
candidates elected in provinces 
also were supporters of the Com- 
batant Clergy Association's cam- 
paign slogans,” he said, referring 
to the main pro-Rafsanjani 
group. 

“This is a decisive victory,” he 
added. 

Nearly half the 270 seats of the 
Majlis (parliament) were to be 
decided in the run-off after a 


right-centre alliance defeated 
radicals in the first round vote in 
April. 

Mr. Rafsanjani dted the first- 
round results as proof of popular 
support for ins economic liber- 
alisation polities, which radicals 
often attack as hurting the poor. 

Supreme leader Ayatollah Alt 
Khamenei had urged the electo- 
rate to vote out “trouble-makers” 
who had used the parliament to 
weaken Mr. Rafsanjani’s govern- 
ment. 

Tehran Radio and IRNA pub- 
lished returns form more than 62 
constituencies, but not from 
Tehran. 

The Resalat official said with 
268,000 votes counted in Tehran 
pro-Rafsanjani candidates were 
in the top 28 {daces in a re-run of 
the first round. 

Among prominent radicals, 
Majlis Speaker Mehdi Karra bi 
was 35th, former Interior Minis- 
ter Ali Akbar Mobtasbemi was 
43rd and Mohammad Mousavi 
Khoeiniha, a leader of students 
who seized the U.S. embassy in 
1979, stood in tbe 36th place. 

None would be elected if the 
pattern is maintained through the 
final count, which can take 
another four days. 

Top vote in Tehran went to 
Abbas Sheibani, a former Tehran 
University president, followed by 
Mohammad Javad Larijani, a for- 
mer deputy foreign minister 
attacked by radicals as an 
architect of Tehran’s policy of 
opening up to tbe West. 

Ali Akbar Nateq Nouri, a cler- 
ic and former interior minister 
tipped to become tbe new Majlis 
speaker, was fifth. 

(Contained on page 5) 


Delegation heads for 
Brussels multilaterals 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jorda- 
nian delegation to the meetings of 
the working group on economic 
development in the multilateral 
phase of the Arab- Israeli peace 
negotiations left for Brussels 
Saturday saying that the King- 
dom will submit a working paper 
tackling tbe economic imbalances 
in tiie Middle East region. 

Fayez Tarawneh, who is lead- 
ing the Jordanian team to the 
meetings due to open May 11, 
said in a statement quoted by the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, that 
tbe Jordanian paper “underlines 
the importance of linking the 
bilateral with the multilateral 
talks in the sence that the former 
deals wioth political and legal 
rights as well as the root cause of 
the Arab-Israeti conflict while the 
other deals with the humanitarian 
issues and matters of cooperation 
after peace is established," 

The Brussels meeting. Dr. 
Tarawneh said, is the first practic- 
al round of multilateral talks 
since tbe Moscow meeting held in 


January was a mere procedural 
parley resulting in the formation 
of five working groups, including 
the economic development work- 
ing group. 

He said that the Brussels meet- 
ing wQI assume the form of a 
seminar in which a large number 
of countries and institutions with 
vast experiences as well as states 
directly involved in the Arab- 
Israeli conflict are participating. 

Referring to Israel’s stand. Dr. 
Tarawneh said that the Israelis, 
until this moment, are opposing 
the participation in the multi- 
lateral talks by the Palestinians 
from the diaspora. 

Dr. Tarawneh’s team includes 
Dr. Mohammad Saleh AI Hora- 
ni, deputy governor of the Cen- 
tral Bank, Dr. Safwan Touqan, 
secretary general of the Ministry 
of Planning, Mr. Talal AI Has- 
san. Jordan’s ambassador to Bel- 
gium, Dr. Ahmad Mustafa from 
the Central Bank and Mr. Iyad 
AI Qudah from the Ministry of 
Planning. 


Sharif pays tribute to 
U.S. role in peace process 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan 
appreciates the stead of U.S. 
President George Bush in initiat- 
ing the Middle East peace process 
and tbe president’s deep concern 
for achieving peace in tiie region 
and determination to pursue all 
efforts to achieve that goal. In- 
formation Minister Mahmoud AI 
Sharif said Saturday. 

Jordan is also appreciative of 
the U.S. . administration's deci- 
sion to refrain from granting 
Israel $10 billion in loan guaran- 
tees until the Jewish state halts its 
settlement programmes in the 
occupied Arab IandsT tbe minister 
said at a meeting with a visiting 
team representing the U.S. 
National War College. 

The minister reviewed with the 
visitors the mam issues in the 
region and Jordan’s stand regard- 
ing the Arab-Israeii conflict. 

“The Arabs feel puzzled and 
confused when they hear about 


the new world order which is 
supposed to be based on justice 
for all since they see Israel con- 
fronting and defying this world 
order mid continuing to swallow 
up more Arab lands everyday 
without meeting any deterrent 
except words of condemnation,'^ 
be said. 

Israeli officials' reiteration that 
“Jordan is Palestine,” the minis- 
ter said, is a slogan of Israeli 
extremists. 

“Jordan can never be a Palesti- 
nian state simply because tbe 
Palestinians do not accept this 
solution and because theyjmow 
that their homeland lies across 
the river to the west and can 
acept no substitute homeland and 
will naturally pipue the struggle 
to regain their rights,” the minis- 
ter said. 


(Continued on page 5) 


Bombs hit Algerian media; 
8 killed in Friday violence 


ALGIERS (AP) — A bomb des- 
troyed the office of an indepen- 
dent Algerian news agency Satur- 
day, the second attack against a 
news organisation in 24 hours. 

The explosion at the office of 
Media-Fax caused no injuries, a 
spokesman for the independent 
agency said. Media-Fax is in the 
Maison de Presse. headquarters 
of the majority of Algeria’s news 
organisations. 

There was no immediate daim 
of responsibility for either attack. 
Newspapers have been attacked 
in the past by Muslim fun- 
damentalists who believe the 
Algerian media are too close to 
the government. 

The Islamic Salvation Front 
(FIS), tbe mam fundamentalist 
party banned by the government, 
has its own clandestine newspap- 
er. 


Late Friday, a bomb exploded 
outside apartment building 
adjacent 10 the daily Le Soir 
<f Algerie. No one was injured in. 
tbe blast or resulting fire, author- 
ities said. 

A newspaper spokesman said 
Le Son- d’ Algerie was among a 
number of newspapers recently 
receiving mailed and phoned 
threats of “reprisals.” 

Eight people were injured and 
one was killed Friday, the first 
mass prayer since 16 Muslim fun- 
damentalists were condemned to 
death this week, according to 
police and Algerian radio. 

More than 200 were arrested 
outside of mosques before and 
after weekly prayers, the state- 
run radio said. 

Police reported one death and 
1 arrests in the Western city of 
emcen, bat .gave no details. 
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‘Panic 9 at Amman share market — much ado about nothing 


By P.V. Vivetamand 

Jordon Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The panic that 
gripped the Amman stock mar- 
ket compounded by dramatic 
media descriptions of the sharp 
drop in die share price index 
and business is unfounded 
since the developments in the 
market are only a natural 
course of events with no sgni- . 
Scant impact on tiie national 
economy, officials and econo- 
mic analysts said Saturday. 

The share price index slip- 
ped another 2.6 points Satur- 
day contouring its downward 
trend, but the prime indicator ’ 
of the Amman Financial Mar- 
ket (AFM) situation is ex- 
pected to stabilise in two or 
three days, according to foe 
officials and analysts. 


“It is a time for profit-taking 
by investors,” said Dr. 
Omayya Touqan, general man- 
ager of tbe AFM. “Everyone is 
engaged in reaping tbe boiefits 
accrued from hokfing on to 
shares, and it is only a natural 
course of events.” 
Furt h ermore, he noted, “the 
month of- April is over and 
most companies have already 
distributed their dividends for. 
the year 1991 and now share 
prices are going down since 
earlier offers included the ex- 
pected dividends.” 

Analysts and economists 
also suggested that tbe strong 
tendency of speculators to dis- 
pose of shares at the AFM was 
tiie result of misinterpreting 
government moves to stream- 
line commercial credit as 
aimed at squeezing the liquid- . 


ity available for share market 
dealings. 

The share price index dosed 
at 158.2 on Saturday, down 
from Wednesday’s 160.8 and 
165.8 of tbe week before. Total 
volume of trading for tbe day 
was JTD 1.73 million, down 
from a daily average of JD. 
5.49 million in tiie first week of 
May.and JD 7.12 milfion in the 
second week of April. 

Dr. Touqan said share prices 
had risen to “a very high level” 
as a result of speculation and 
now they were “coming down 
to an acceptable and realistic 
level." 

“I think tbe downward trend 
would continue for another 
two or three days before we 
reach that acceptable level, 
where prices would be stabil- 
ised,” he told the Jordan 


Times. 

“We feel quite comfortable 
with the situation and there is 
no need at all for any panic 
since what is happening now is 
only a natural co r rective mea- 
sure,” he added. 

Economists noted that the 
share price index closed at 
118.4 at tbe end of 1990, while 
the dosing figure for 1991 was 
147.2 and th e re fo r e the decline 
to 158.2 this week can, by no 
measure, be seen as signifying 
any dramatic decline to the late 
1980s when the AFM suffered 
a marked drop in business. 

The latest drop in the index 
and business were headlined as 
a “crash" erf the AFM with 
conflicting views over its im- 
pact on the national economy. 
However, economists, bankers 
and analysts were unanimous 


Saturday in rejecting such a 
contention. 

“It is a matter of speculators 
making money off each other,” 
said economist Fabed Fanek, a 
Jordan Times and A] Ra’i col- 
umnist “Over tbe past months 
they were playing against each 
others and now it is time for 
some of them to reap benefits 
of tiie game,” he told the 
Jordan Times. 

“The contribution to the 
national economy by the con- 
cerned companies is not mea- 
sured by the value of their 
shares in the market, but by 
their respective productivity, 
which is not affeoed by any 
fluctuations of share prices ” 
Dr. Fanek pointed out. 

Dr. Fanek also noted that 
the fluctuations in foe Jorda- 
nian market cannot be com- 


pared with similar events in the 
U.S. or Europe, “where the 
indices indicate recession and 
recovery as a cycle.” 
“Recession and recovery are 
'not cyclical in Jordan, and as 
such any comparison between 
share market ups and downs 
here cannot be seen in the 
same scale as elsewhere.” 

Dr. Fanek agreed that the 
decline at tiie AFM would sta- 
bilise in a “matter of days” and 
that “now buyers are waiting 
for prices to go down further.” 
According to Maher AI 
Waked, a banking executive 
and analyst, there was a “mis- 
interpretation of recent moves 
by the Central Bank of Jordan 
leading to the sudden 
in the market to shed 

(CoBtfamed on page 5) 
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20 countries to attend Mideast 
regional security conference 


Mossad link 
cited in 
Patras blast 


By Russell Dybvik 

USIA 


Regarding the agendas of the 
other meetings, Ms. Tutwiler said 


WASHINGTON — More than 
20 countries plan to participate in 


the refugee working group was 
designed “to examine the scope 


designed “to examine the scope 
of tne problem of refugee and 


a multilateral working group 
meeting on arms control and re- 
gional security in the Middle East 
scheduled to open May 11 at the 
State Department, according to 
spokesman Margaret Tutwiler. 

“The multilateral negotiations 
are an important part of the 
Arab-Israeli peace process 
started in Madrid" last October, 
she reminded Friday 8 news brief- 
ing. “They are designed to com- 
plement and act as a catalyst to 
progress in the bilateral negotia- 
tions.” 


The May 1 1-14 session is one of 
five such multilateral gatherings 
scheduled to deal with specific 
issues of regional interest. Other 
working groups will discuss re- 
gional economic development in 
Brussels May 11-12: refugee mat- 
ters in Ottawa May 13-14: water 
resources in Vienna May 13-14; 
and environmental issues in 


displaced persons and discuss data 
needs and practical ideas. The 
economic development working 
group will discuss possibilities for 
regional economic cooperation in 
a manner that complements the 
bilateral talks, for example, in the 
area of trade, investment and 
infrastructure." she said. The 
working group on water will dis- 
cuss problems associated with wa- 
ter in the Middle East and the 
environment working group will 
discuss follow-up to recent 
Japanese missions that examined 
acute environmental problems in 
the Middle East, the spokesman 
explained. 

Ambassador Dennis Ross, 
director of the State Depart- 


on economic development in 
Brussels. 

The spokesman said the prolif- 
eration of arms in the Middle 
East is “an issue of great con- 
cern” to the United States, as 
both President Bush and Secret- 
ary of State Baker repeatedly 
have made- dear. 


“But we also recognise ... that 
we are one of the largest sup- 


we are one of the largest sup- 
pliers" of arms to the region, she 
said. Ms. Tntwiler recalled that 


the president’s initiative to bring 
about a reduction in arms sales to 
the region has been a topic of 
ongoing discussion among the 
five permanent members of the 
United Nations Security Council. 


Agencies add: 


ment’s office of policy planning, 
and Richard Oarke. the assistant 
secretary of state for politico- 
military affairs, will head the 
U.S. delegation and co-chair the 
arms control working group, she 
said. 


Tokyo May 18-19. 

Ms. Tutwiler provided addi- 


Ms. tutwiler provided addi- 
tional details on trie arms control 
session which has been convened 
under the co-sponsorship of the 
United States and Russia, as has 
been the entire Middle East 
peace process. 

Delegations will attend from 
Algeria, Bahrain, Egypt, Israel. 
Jordan. Kuwait, Morocco, 
Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, 
Tunisia, the United Arab Emi- 
rates (UAE) and Yemen. Addi- 
tionally. European Community 


Israel is boycotting the re- 
fugees and economic sessions be- 
cause Palestinian exiles are being 
permitted to attend. But it will 
send a delegation to the arms 
control sessions. 


She said Mr. Ross would make 
an opening statement for the Un- 
ited States, but said “the various 
presentations” -would probably 
not be made public. 


Ms. Tutwiler also announced 
the beads of the U.S. delegations 
to the other working groups. Wil- 
liam Bums, deputy director of 


Syria and Lebanon will stay 
away, as they did from a planning 
session in Moscow in January. 
Syria's position is that in the 
absence of peace with Israel it is 
inappropriate to take up other 
issues. Lebanon generally follows 
Syria's lead in such matters. 


the policy planning staff, will 
head the delegation to the en- 


wiil have representatives, along 
with Canada, China, India, 


Japan, Turkey and Ukraine. 

“The working group meeting 
will be conducted in seminar for- 
mat,” Ms. Tutwiler said, “and 
will include presentations and dis- 
cussions on the methods and con- 
cepts of arms control, the evolu- 
tion of the confidence and security 
building process, and the history 
of the U.S.-Soviet hotline agreement, 
the incidents at sea and dangerous 
military activities agreements.” 


head the delegation to the en- 
vironmental working group in 
Tokyo. Daniel Kurtzer. deputy 
assistant secretary of state for 
Near Eastern ana South Asian 
affairs, will bead the delegation 
to the refugee working group in 
Ottawa. Alien Keiswetter, direc- 
tor of the office of regional affairs 
in NEA will lead the delegation 
to the water resources working 
group in Austria. Sandra O'Le- 
ary, deputy assistant secretary of 
the department's economics and 
business bureau, mil lead the 
delegation to the working group 


The presence of China and 
Saudi Arabia is notable. China 
has sold missil es to Saudi Arabia 
and Iran and is suspected of 
selling missiles to Syria, while the 
Saudis, who are not participating 
in peace talks with Israel, have 
been willing to take part in the 
regional discussions. That is cons- 
idered a conciliatory gesture by 
the Bush administration. 


A year ago President Bush 
proposed a Middle East arms 
control initiative. Since then, the 
United States has transferred 
roughly S8.5 billion worth of arms 
to the region, according to the 
private Arms Control Associa- 
tion. 


ATHENS (AP) — A Palestinian 
student told a court Friday he bad 
placed a remote-controlled de- 
tonator in a bag with explosives 
shortly before it blew up, tilling 
its Palestinian handler and six 
Greeks in the port of Patras last 
year. 

A1 Bkairat Ibrahim, 28 said be 
had been forced to do this by a 
membcF- of Israel’s Mossad in- 
telligence service, in a document 
read to a five-judge court on the 
first day of testimony. 

He and seven other ! Palesti- 
nians are accused of involvement 
in an attempt to blow op the 
British consulate in Patras on 
April 19, 1991. But the bomb 
exploded while it was being car- 
ried by an alleged member of the 
gang, killing him and six people 
in a nearby courier service office. 

A Greek woman, Katerina 
Loutatidon, 28, who is reported 
to have been the dead bomber’s 
friend, is accused of a misde- 
meanour in not tipping off police 
about the gang's plans. 

Ibrahim's fellow Palestinian 
defendants say they are innocent. 
They face up to life imprisonment 
if convicted. . 

The Palestinians have pre- 
viously blamed Mossad for the 
explosion in Patras, a dty 200 
kilometres west of Athens. 

The weekly Takhydromos 
ma g azine, quoting court papers, 
reported on Wednesday that 
Ibrahim had provided police with 
details of the gang’s operations 
and bad told them that their 
target was the British consulate. 

Reversing himself, Ibrahim 
claimed in his .document that 
what he had told police was un- 
true and the result of coaching by 
Mossad. 

Ibrahim alleged that a member 
of Mossad, known to him as 
Mohammad Yonis, had initially 
tricked him into giving him in- 
formation after telling him that 
he was an official of Fateh. 

Ibrahim said that Yonis then 
threatened to betray him to the 
Palestinians unless be continued 
working for him . 


Kurd rivals vow to 
abide by election results 


Late Shah’s brother 
held on drug charges 


SHAQLAWA, Iran (R) — Rival 
Kurdish rebel leaders Massoud 
Barzani and Jaial Talabani have 
met in the resort town of Shaqla- 
wa and vowed to abide by the 
results of leadership and par- 
liamentary elections scheduled 
for May 17 in northern Iraq. 

Hundreds of heavily armed 
Peshmerga guerrillas who had 
gathered to see their leaders 
broke into applause as the two 
men shook hands on the steps of 
the Shaqlawa hotel on Friday 
night. 

“We reached complete agree- 
ment to abide by the results of the 
elections,'' the men said in a joint 
statement after the meeting. “We 
are both democrats ... we wiD 
respect the will and desire of the 
Kurdish people.” 

Mr. Barzani, who heads the 
Kurdistan Democratic Party 
(KDP), is running against Mr. 
Talabani, chief of the Patriotic 
Union of Kurdistan (PUK), for 
the position of overall leader of 
the Iraqi Kurdish community in 
the May 17 voting. 

Their respective parties are 
battling for dominance in the 
Kurdish parliament which will be 
elected on the same day. 

Mr. Barzani and Mr. Talabani. 
also used the three-hour meeting 
to discuss recent incidents of vio- 
lence in which party members 
were involved. 

Fifteen Kurds were killed in 
the city of Cham CharaaJ on 
Tuesday night after a tribal land 
dispute spilled over into party 
politics and rival PUK and KDP 
members started shooting. 

“Those who committed the 


crime have been arrested ... 
Cham Chamal is quiet and every- 
thing is well there,” Mr. Talabani 
said. 

, The Cham Chamal incident 
was the latest in a series of violent 
confrontations between KDP and 
PUK followers which threatened 
to disrupt Kurdistant’s first free 
elections. 

Mr. Barzani and Mr. Talabani 
have spent most of their careers 
fighting against Baghdad, but 
their intense personal rivalry 
erupted into Kurdish civil war in 
1966 and 1987. 

Friday night's meeting was a 
deliberate attempt to ensure Kur- 
dish unity before and after next 
week's historic voting. 

Iraq crashed a post-Gulf war 
Kurdish rebellion last spring, but 
rebel leaders have regained con- 
trol over most of northern Iraq. 

The Kurdish leaders say next 
week’s elections are intended to 
fill the vacuum created by Bagh- 
dad’s six-mouth economic mid 
administrative blockade of rebel- 
held territory. 

The central issue in the cam- 
paign is Kurdistan’s future rela- 
tionship with the central govern- 
ment in Baghdad. 

Mr. Barzani supports Kurdish 
autonomy within a sovereign, 
democratic Iraq. 

Mr. Talabani opposes auton- 
omy so long as Saddam Hussein 
and the Baath Party are m power. 
Instead, the PUK chieftain cur- 
rently favours “self-determina- 
tion within a democratic Iraq,” 
an ill-defined concept which 
seems to promise Kurds more than 
autonomy without saying what 
that might be. 


BEVERLY HELLS (Agencies) 
— Tie brother of the late Shah of 
Iran was arrested at his swank 
residence by Santa Monica police 
and booked for investigation of 
possessing opium. 

Mamoud Reza Pahlavi, 62, 
identified as the brother of the 
late Shah Mohammad Reza 
Pahlavi, was arrested Friday fol- 
lowing a six-month investigation, 
said Santa Monica police Detec- 
tive Maury Sumlin. 

Investigators from the U.S. 
Drug Enforcement Administra- 
tion (DEA) and Santa Monica 
and Culver City police depart- 
ments found about 1,000 gram- 
mes — more than two pounds — 
of opium in Mr. Pahlavi ’s $2 
million home, Deri Sumlin said. 

They also found drag para- 
phernalia including smokingj 
pipes and scales, he said. 

The investigation began when 
postal inspectors intercepted ab- 
out 500 grammes of opium in the 
U.S. mail addressed to Mr. 
Pahlavi, said Ralph Lockridge, a 
DEA spokesman in Los Angeles. 

Mr. Pahlavi faces state drag 
charges for possession of opium- 
for the purpose of sales, Det. 
Sumlin said. Mr. Pahlavi was 
jailed in Santa Monica on 
S100,000 bail. 

He was to be transferred Satur- 
day to the Los Angeles county 
jail, where be would be boused 
with thousands of suspected loo- 
ters and arsonists arrested in riots 
that swept the dty last week, 
DEA spokesman Ralph Lock- 
ridge said. 

Mr. Pahlavi was arrested on 
charges of possessing opium with 
intent to distribute the drag, a 
serious crime. 


Mr. Pahlavi 's brother ruled 
Iran jyithan iron hand until he 
was deposed by Islamic revolu- 
tionaries in 1979 while under- 
going medical treatment in the 
United States. He died in Egypt 
on June 27, 1980. 

Li the raid of Mr. Pahlavi’s 
mansion on Friday, authorities 
seized smoking pipes and scales 
used to weigh the opium. ‘The 
narcotics paraphernalia indicated 
to agents that he was not only 
using the opium but was distribut- 
ing it,” Mr. Lockridge said. 

It was one of the largest opium 
seizures in recent years in Los 
Angeles, which is more common- 
ly used as a trans-shipment point 
for South American cocaine and 
for Marijuana. 

“We usually don’t grab any- 
thing more than a few grammes 
of opium,” said Mr. Lockridge, 
who was unable to estimate the 
drag’s value. “The drugs were 
smuggled hi the U.S. mail and 
were intercepted at the Beverly 
Hills post office from Europe.” 

He declined to specify where 
the shipment originated. 

A .357-calibre Magnum hand- 
gun and a semi-automatic pistol 
were also seized at Mr. Pahlavi’s 
home, Mr. Lockridge said. 

He said Mr. Pahlavi surren- 
dered peacefully and was the only 
suspect arrested so fur in the case. 
But he said more arrests were 
expected m the United States and 
Europe. 

Mr. Lockridge said Mr. Pahla- 
vi’s arraignment would be de- 
layed until next week because the 
city's justice system had been 
swamped by the arrest of more 
than 9,000 people in last week's 
race riots. 
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Daily life in Kabul— emerging 
Islam and a fight for flour 


By John PoMfret 

The Associated Press 


KABUL — Laiya Khan is not 
fond of wearing scarves. She likes 
ute feel of the wind through her 
hair. So when she came to work 
Friday morning bundled in baggy 
clothes, her head shrouded in red 
cloth, colleagues giggled. 

Ms. Khan laugh edback. There 
across from her in the interna- 
tional news division of the Bakh- 
tar news agency was M. Katawa- 
zi, her boss. Just two weeks ago, 
he sported a suit. Now he wore a 
cream-coloured shalwar kameez, 
a pajama-like outfit favoured in 
Islamic countries. 

“Look at this,” said Mr. Kata- 
waa. “Are we really becoming a 
Muslim nation?” 

. Ten days into the establish- 
ment of the Islamic Republic of 
Afghanistan, daily life has bo- 
come confusing. Everyone is 
guessing what is right and what is 
wrong. 

The government has issued a 
few orders to guide its people. 
Effective Friday, it banned the 
consumption and sale of alcohol 
and ordered women to wear Isla- 
mic dress. Failure to obey is 
punishable by flogging. 

Still, in tins society not prone 
to fundamentalism, anomalies re- 
main.. 1 

At the.Kayber Playhouse, the 
city's biggest movie theatre,- 
“Rambo ID” is the current block- 
buster.- Every show is sOld”out,-“ 
says BesmuUah Khan, the 47- 
year-old director of the theatre. 

“It’s an Islamic movie,” Mr. 
Khan says with a straight face. 
“Rambo kills Russians. And he 


fights with the Mujahedeen.” 
The cold war-era film shows 
Rambo with the “freedom fight- 
ers” who now dominate Kabul. 
Next in line, however, is “Robo- 
cop n." 

“Oh, that one’s OK,” Mr. 
Khan said, fingering large stacks 
of local-currency after an early- 
morning show. “It’s a technical 
movie. It has lots of science.” 

The only thing the Ministry of 
Culture has banned, he said, is 
sex. That means no more Indian 
movies, which — with their in- 
evitable^ scenes of smooching 
under waterfalls — have been a 
favourite among Afghans. 

Interpretation of the new rules 
is made slightly hair-raising by 
the fact that many of Afghanis- 
tan's self-appointed rales-mak- 
ers, the Mujahedeen, have guns. 

Every group has a pet peeve. 
Every man has his own law. At Babnrr’s 
Garden, code fighting was m full 
swing Friday. Mohammad 
Amir's chicken had just 
poked the eye out of a competing 
bird, winning the farmer 150,000 
Afghanis (SoOO) — more than 
three times an average yearly 
salary. 

“Soon we will end all this,” 
said Mohammad Agar, a 28-year- 
old Mujahedeen who looked out 
on tiie crowd of spectators, an 
AK-47r automatic rifle 1 between 
his legs. “Gambling is un-Islamic. 
We will make. Afghanistan like 
Iran.”- - 

■ Butniaily life in today’s Kabul 
is more than a straggle with the 
vagaries of Islamic law. Food is 
another problem. And then 
there’s the prospect of continued 
fighting between rival guerrilla 


‘Friendly fire’ soldier 
died reading love letter 


OXFORD, England (Agencies) 
— An inquest into the deaths of 
nine British soldiers killed 
U.S. “friendly fire” during the 
Gulf war heard on Friday how 
one of them was reading a letter 
from his girlfriend when he died. 

The account was contained in 
written testimony by Lance Cor- 
poral Peter Fyfe, who was from 
one of two Warrior armoured 
fighting vehicles fired on by a 
U.S. A-10 tank-busting plane in 
the Iraqi desert. 

Victims’ parents listened in si- 
lence as the statement, read by 
coroner Nicholas Gardiner, re- 
counted the moments before his 
warrior was hit on February 26, 
1991. 

Cap. Fyfe said some men had 
left the vehicle to stretch their 
legs while awaiting farther orders 
but Private Martin Ferguson, 21, 
returned to sit inside with the 
door open. 

“At this point Ferguson palled 
a letter from his pocket, which I 
knew he had received from his 
girlfriend, Rachel. 

“Suddenly, there was a loud 
explosion. I, among others, were 


screaming. My hair and combats 
were on fire and I had a large 
piece of shrapaei in my left thigh which I 
removed ... my ears were ring- 
ing and bleeding and I felt that 1 
had heat damage to my face," 
Cap. Fyfe’s account read. 

The inquest, which opened on 
Thursday, is the thud attempt to 
establish the truth of the incident 
after British and American in- 
quires yielded different accounts 
of what happened. 

Relatives of the victims accuse 
both government of a cover-up 
and are furious that the United 
States will not send the two A-10 
pilots to testify. 

On Friday, they confronted an 
official U.S. observer, U.S. Aar 
Force lawyer Colonel Robert 
Bridge, for a second time over 
the absence of the witnesses, 
haranguing him outside the court. 

He told them the pilots chose 
uot to give evidence in person. 
“But we have cooperated with 
the inquiry and we have provided 
the statements from the pilots,” 
he said. 

The inquest cannot apportion 
blame for the deaths. 
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groups. 

Also Saturday, schools, which 
have been dosed since March 20 
when winter vacation ended, are 
scheduled to reopen. 

“Only God knows what will 
happen to Afghanistan,” said 
Mohammad Araf, whose family 
has ran a prayer beads dealership 
near Kabul's blue mosque for 
three generations. At the Man- 
dawee Kabul flour market Fri- 
day, merchants were refusing to 
seU to several hundred angry cus- 
tomers because they said govern- 
ment-controlled prices would hit 
them with heavy losses. 

Grain merchant Abdul Rhani 
raid he was facing a $30 loss on 
every 98- kilogramme bag of flour 
if be sold at the government price 
of about $2 for every seven kilog- 
rammes of flour. 


“I have hundreds of bags back 
there,” he said, pointing to a 
makeshift warehouse. “That 
could put me out of business.” 
But electrical engineer Jaber 
Ati demanded Mir. Rhani make a 
sale. “My house is empty of 
wheat,” be said. “We have five 
people to feed. We have no 
bread.” 


Amid the straggle between the 
spirit and the stomach, Kabul 
residents have somehow found 
time to feed the-senses. Near the 
centre of town, a florist selling 
potted roSes was 'dcSrig: a faist 
business. “They are sweet to the 
nose and good .for. the- heart,” 
said a bearded man whowas load- 
ing one onto the back of his 
bicycle. 

“Roses are especially impor- 
tant during these difficult days.” 


DAMASCUS (R) — Syria ac- 
cused. Israel on Friday of using 
Israeli and U.S. elections to stall 
progress in the Middle East peace 
tails. 

-But Foreign -Minister Farook 
Al Sharaa said Syria was con- 
vinced that the United States 
remained committed to pledges 
to work for a land-for-peace 
swap. 

“Israel is not only u tilising 
Israeli elections but also the 
American elections to hinder the 
peace process,” Mr. Sharaa told 
Reuters in an interview. 

“There is no doubt that U.S. 
engagement in presidential elec- 
tions at this time has to some 
extent weakened the U.S. role in 
pushing forward the negotiations 
to reach the aspired results,” he 
said. 

“But this did not prevent U.S. 
President George Bush confirm- 
ing in a message to President 
Hafez Al Assad on April 17 
Washington’s commitment to 
achieve a comprehensive and just 
peace based on U.N. Resolutions 
242 and 338.” 

Mr. Bush, campaigning for 
reelection in a presidential elec- 
tion in November, added in his 
message “that the U.S. will re- 
main a catalyst force until peace 
is readied,” Mr. Sharaa said. 

Mr. Sharaa said Syria would 
not accept any Middle East peace 
settlement in the U.S.-brokered 
talks that (fid not ensue Israel's 
full withdrawal from the occupied 
Arab lands. 

“Israel’s current concept of 
peace is totally rejected by shape 
and content,” he added. * , 

Mr. Sharaa said the last session 
of Arab- Israeli peace talks which 
ended in Washington last week 
showed that Israel was frying to 
avoid any commitment on with- 
drawal from the occupied terri- 
tories on the basts of Resolutions 
242 and 338. 

“(Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak) Shamir bad con firme d the 
Israeli intention dot to. withdraw 
from the occupied lands,” be 
added. - 

--‘•“Our -assessment ' of ihe- five 
sessions of the peace talks 
showed that the Israeli delegation 
did not have directives from its 
government to implement U.N. 
Resolutions 242 and 338.” 


Turkey, Argentina sign j- 
accords, vow to boost ties ^ 


ANKARA (R) — Argentine 
President Carlos Menem signed 
agreements with Turkey on Fri- 
day to forge closer economic and 
cultural ties between the two 
countries. 

Mr. Menem, who arrived ear- 
lier for a four-day visit aimed at 
strengthening economic relations 
between two emerging regional 
powers, stressed their similar- 
ities. 

“I trust my visit will acknow- 
ledge our mutual similarities and 
also deepen the friendship be- 
tween Turkey and Argentina,” 
he said at a dinner given by 
Turkey’s acting president, Par- 
liamentary Speaker Husamettin 
Cindoruk. 

Turkish Prime Minister Suley- 
man Demirel said after talks with 
Mr- Menem: “Turkey and 
Argentina have grasped the call 
of the era. This call is to rally 
around democracy, human rights, 
market economy, peace and pro- 
tection of justice.” 

The two leaders also signed 
framework agreements covering 
the mutual protection and en- 


couragement of ~ investments, a 
joint trade commission, visa ex- 
emption, tourism and culture. - 

Argentine Ambassador Adolfo 
Saracho has said bis country is 
keen to explore posable joint 
ventures for small-scale nuclear 
power reactors, hydroelectric tur- 
bines, cranes for ports, railway 
materials and cement. 


“We see Turkey as a depend- -• 
able partner with similar atti- 'IfTT — — 
tudes... we are determined 
create favourable conditions for 
investments, encourage private: 
enterprise and deepen the reh- 
tions among our peoples,” Mr-s^^j*' 
Menem said in his (firmer speedy? 

Mr. Menem, a descendant of' 
former Ottoman citizens of 
nan origin, told reporters: “This 
is the country that my family left 
on a Turkish passport. For^.^' 
Argentines and Turks, l am ‘El/** .. ^ 
Tnrco’ (the Turk).” 

Argentine and Turkish\^~\- 
businessmen held separate tafoO^ 1 
.on increasing trade, the senn-S^ 
official Anatolian news agency's^- -V 
said. 
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Crown Prince points to 
gap in convention on 
status of refugees 


By Serene Halasa 

Special to the - Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The 1951 United 
Nations convention on the status 
of refugees: would not be com- 
plete- if it did not include other 
groups such as expatriates and 
displaced people. His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
said Saturday. 

. Addressing the opening session 
of a seminar cm international 
humanitarian law organised by 
the International Committee of 
the Red Cross (ICRQ, Prince 
Hassan said the old convention 
needs modification since most 
Western states granted refugee- 
stains only to people who met the 
requirements of this convention, 
created then to care for World 
War n refugees. 

Prince Hassan stressed that 
over one million Asian and Arab 
people forced out of Kuwait and 
Iraq during the Gulf crisis, were 
regarded as expatriates and inter- 
nally displaced people, but were 
not protected by international 
humanitarian law because they 
fell outside the 1951 rules. 

During a press conference held 
after the opening session, Mr. 
Marco Sassoli, legal advisor for 
the Middle East International 
Committee of the Red Cross, 
explained that the ICRC’s fore- 
most mission is to protect and 
assist civilian and military victims 
during armed conflicts and inter- 
nal disturbances, as well as prom- 
ote international humanitarian 
. law and its dissemination, but he 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 

e.r — - — - - 

King condoles Emir of Bahrain 

“ AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein Saturday sent a 

.. cable to the Emir of Bahrain, Sheikh Issa Ben Salman A1 
V -- Khalifah, to condole him in his name and on behalf of the 

- -- Jordanian people and government over the death of Sheikh 

Rasbed Ben Ah Ben Issa A1 Khalifah. 

^ ~ - Saudis issue guidelines to pilgrims 

vu _ • AMMAN (Petra) — The Saudi authorities have instructed this 
■ " . year's pilgrims’ to take care of their- luggage,-' official papers and 

• - ." “ . other belongings and not to leave diem in yards surrounding A1 

‘ij . Masjid AlHaram Mosqneand ALMasjuhALNabawi Mosque, an 

official source at the Ministry of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs said 
Saturday. Thesource said the instructions require every pilgrim -to 
’ . present a meningitis vaccination certificate to the oonoerned 
, ' authorities ten days before reaching the holy lands. He said that 
V the mtractkns also ban pilgrims to rake foodstuff to Saudi Arabia, 
“ \ except for certain quantities which will be used for travellers by 

' land. 

- Suheimat inspects eastern Amman 

. AMMAN (Petra) — Deputy Prime Minister and Transport 

'uT't Minister Ali Suheimat Saturday toured areas in eastern Amman 

-1*' and met with citizens there. Citizens briefed Mr. Suheimat on 
their needs and demands for establishing new schools and health 
iy £ * dinics, opening and asphalting roads and connecting water and 

“ electricity to their homes. Mr. Suheimat also inspected 'services 

offered by governmental departments to citizens in eastern 
Amman areas. The minister’s tour included A1 Mu’eirat, Salfhiyat 
AI Abed, Wadi A1 Qitar and A1 Baida’ villages, as well as the ring 

- road area. The minister also inspected the garbage dumping rite 
^ area and was briefed by officials there on ways of dumping solid 

'- 3 _ waste. The minister was accompanied on his tour by Amman 

- - " , Mayor Mohammad Bashir, Amman Governor Issa AI Omari and 
several officials. 

Hindawi opens art exhibition 

• ... 

-- AMMAN (Petra) — Deputy Prime Minister and Education 

•N Minister Tbouqan AI Hindawi opened Saturday at the sports 

V * . complex hall of the Amman Municipality an art exhibition 

■ ’ organised by the special education department at the mumdpal- 

' icy. The four-day exhibition includes paintings by students in 

■' ■ 7 various educational stages, handicrafts, mosaics, and embroi- 

dered dresses and clothes. 

Education minister visits Salt 

>■ SALT (Petra) — Deputy Prime Minister and Education Minister 
z- Tbouqan Al Hindawi visited Saturday AI Salt Secondary School 

_ and met with members of its teaching staff. The minister was 

- ~ briefed on the school’s need for maintenance work, a multi- 
; . purpose sports court and a soccer playground. The meeting which 

■ \ was attended by Lower House of Parliament Speaker Abdul Latif 

Arabiyat, Balqa Governor Faleh Gharaibeb and several officials 

* . 1 . - decided to set up a committee to follow up these needs with the 

/ r . _ ' concerned authorities. The committee will meet May 23 to discuss 
its work plans. 

Ministers inspect southern Jordan today 

AMMAN (Petra) — Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of 
Transport Ali Al Suheimat, Public Works Minuter Saad Hayel 
Surour and Labour Minister Abdul Karim Al Kabariti will today 
make an inspection visit to the southern Jordan Valley region, 
Wadi Musa and Al Sbobak. The ministers will al so visit Al 
Zara-Gbor Al Safi road project to be familiarised with the 
development of the work process there and will inspect several 
other projects in areas in south Jordan. 

> Police investigates death of girls 

fir. 

W AMMAN (J.T.) — A 20-year-old girl was found drowned in a 
water well in Sahab, a town 20 kilometres south of Amman, and 
the Civil Defence men were called out to puQ the body. The 
; police were investigating the case. A report in Al Ra’i daily said 
Saturday that a young girl was found killed with a bullet in the 
head in Jabal Al Nadhif. Initial investigations said that the girl, 
identified only with the letter (R) was shot by a stray bnDet along 
with her sister. The police were investigating the incident. 

Sqour stresses information sector role 

AMMAN (Petra) — A meeting for the directors of information 
and social education - sections of the Ministry of Social Develop- 
ment department was held Saturday at the ministiy. Secretary 
General of the ministry, Mohammad Sqour, who attended the 
' ’ meeting stressed the importance of activating the role of the 

information sector in serving the goals and aspirations of the 
> ministry. He said the establishment of the soda! information and 
I education department at the ministry was a result of the ministry’s 

* need to communicate its message, goals and aspirations to the 
public. 


extends loan to finance 


did not fell short of agreeing that 
“there is room for the improve- 
ment of international humanita- 
rian law on refugees.” 

“This should be the responsi- 
bility of the Higher Onmxtission- 
er for Refugees,” Mr. Sassoli 
said. “The lCRC can only oper- 
ate and assisst in times of conflict 
and war.” 

According to Michel Ducraux, 
head of the delegation of the 
International Committee of the 
Red Cross, the seminar aims at 
looking into human rights, and 
ways to implement them and to 
protect the rights of people espe- 
cially during armed conflicts. 

Mr. Ducraux explained that 
the seminar has three tracks. 

One attended by the Jordan 
Red Crescent Society members, 
as well as Red Cross personnel 
wifl discuss ways to disseminate 
principles of the Fourth Geneva 
Convention and international 

h umanitar ian Jaws. 

The second group would in- 
dude academics, professors, stu- 
dents, representatives of the fore- 
ign ministry, and junior diplo- 
mats and win discuss specialised 
and legal aspects of the Fourth 
Geneva Convention. 

The third track will be attended 
by members of the armed forces. 

Along side the seminar, a 
photo exhibition of ICRC activi- 
ties around the world was held for 
the first time in the Middle East 

The exhibition win open again 
in Cairo in September under the 
auspices of the Arab League. 




The Dome of the Rock Mosque in occupied Jerusalem (File photo) 

Committee invites 5 firms to work 
on restoration of the Dome of the Rock 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A 
government-appointed commit- 
tee charged with carrying out 
restoration work cm the Dome of 
tiie Rock m Jerusalem opened 
meetings here Saturday to disucss 
practical steps related to the pro- 
ject. 

According to Jordan Televi- 
sion, the committee members 
ednorsed a recommendation by 
its technical team on tiie qual- 
ification of five out of 15 interna- 
tional firms to carry oat the pro- 
ject 


The committee also decided to 
send messages to the qualified 
firms to come and receive tender 
documents related to tiie plan. 

Following the meeting, the 
committee chairman, Sheikh 
Izzeddin Al Khatib, said that the 
committee was implementing the 
directives of His Majesty King 
Hussein noting that the Jordanian 
government was shouldering the 
task of financing the project. 

Sheikh Khatib, who is also 
minister of Awqaf and Islamic 


Affairs, said that all the plans and 
blue prints for the project were 
ready but the project will be 
divided to into two parts: The 
restoration of the top dome and 
the early alarm system against 
fires and the second phase in- 
•- jives the use of marble stone on 
the external parts of the dome. 

The government announced 
that it was allocating JD 10 mil- 
lion for the project noting that 
the restoration work was a 
national and religious responsibil- 
ity. 


Islamists , Reformists battle 
to win elections in Irbid 


Obeldat heads 
association of dentists 


IRBID — Irbid will witness considered part of tbe city and 
Wednesday what observers be- therefore they will be given the 
Eeve will be the most heated bloc’s attention,” said Dr. 
municipal elections to date as 26 Sweileh. 
candidates compete for the nine- He also said that the municipal- 
member municipal council. hy under his bloc would cooper- 

The candidates are grouped ate with local residents to carry 
into two blocs: The Islamic Coop- out investment projects and find 
eration Bloc, led by Dr. Fahkri proper solutions to the city's main 
Sweileh, and the Reformist Bloc, problems like dealing with pests 
led by engineer Sami Irsheidat. and insects and rodents and sanit- 
Dr. Sweileh said hi a »ialetnent ary services. 
that his bloc would carry out Dr. SweQeh noted that the 
services fairly and equitably in all municipal council under his bloc 
regions, with special attention to would give due attention to ex- 
the lower-class districts where pand cultural activities and en- 

- cleanliness was the - 1 main com- trance the role of public libraries 

plaint. as well as .fee youth and sports 

.He said the> bloc would give-, dubs and children's activities., 
attention to public gardens, and . In contrast, engineer Sami 
cleanliness • as ■weB , - < as t, marnte-'- Irsheidat said- that -the Reformists ' 
nance of roads and streets. Bloc would give due attention to 
Dr. Sweileh said street collective work to make the city 
numbering and bus stops needed of Irbid more dean and more 
special attention. beautiful. 

“The nearby refugee camps are He pointed out that the muni- 


cipal council under the Refor- 
mists Bloc would give attention to 
the munidpality's financial, tech- 
nical and administrative branches 
and would give priority in em- 
ployment to local citizens over 
non- Jordanians. 

Mr. Irsheidat said that the 
municipality would seek dose 
cooperation with Yarmouk Uni- 
versity and the Jordan University 
for Science and Technology 
(JUST) in matters related to com- 
bating pollution to the environ- 
ment and in organising public 
cleanliness campaigns. 

He also noted that ' streets, 
street lighting, garbage collecting 
and disposal of insects and ro- 
dents will be given due attention. 

Furthermore, Mr. * Irsheidat 
stressed the need for public gar- 
dens and public libraries, noting 
that regulations and rules would 
be enacted to control random 
building construction. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Dr. Moham- 
mad Nayei Obeidat has become 
president of tbe Jordan Dentists 
Assodation (JDA) after winning 
tiie assodation elections Friday at 
tbe Professional Assodation 
Complex in Amman in the face of 
strong competition from three 
other candidates for the presiden- 
cy post. 

The elections marked the 
JDA’s 40th anniversary. 

Dr. Obeidat obtained 242 votes 
against 221 votes that went to bis 
main rival Dr. Saeed Abo 
Meizar. 

Dr. Obeidat has a clinic in 
Irbid where be was born and 
continues to practice dentistry, 
according to sources at the Pro- 
fessional Association Complex. 
They said that Dr. Obeidat was 
not affiliated to any Jordanian 
political or other groups. 


The sources said that 650 male 
and female registered dentists 
took part in the voting which 
went on throughout Friday. 

The assodation members also 
elected seven members out of 18 
candidates to hold board mem- 
bership for the coming two years. 

According to the sources, 2,000 
registered dentists in Jordan were 
eligible to vote in tbe elections, 
but only 650 turned out. 

They said that. two candidates 
who had run for tbe post of 
president, namely Anas Al Shahli 
and Ishaq Al Kheiri withdrew in 
tbe first round of balloting leav- 
ing the field.to Abu Meizar and 
Obeidat. 

At the outset of the meeting, 
incumbent assodation president 
Irfan Sultan delivered a speech, 
outlining the previous board's 
achievements on the professional 



Mohammad Obeidat 

and national levels. 

He noted that tbe assodation, 
the oldest in Jordan, did a great 
deal to contribute to the stead- 
fastness of the Palestinian people 
under occupation and the people 
of Iraq, and that the assodation 
maintained strong ties with its 
sister associations in other Arab 
countries. Dr. Sultan also strong- 
ly, defended the rights of the 
dentists employed by the public 
sector in Jordan. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Euro- 
pean Investment Bank (EIB) 
Saturday advanced a loan of 
three million ECU (approximate- 
ly JD 2.58 million) towards 
financing expansion of Sahab In- 
dustrial Estate, about twenty 
kilometres south- east of Amman. 

Granted under tbe Third EC- 
Jordan Fmanical Protocol, the 
loan attracts a two per cent 
interest-rate subsidy funded from 
the Community budget. This op- 
eration follows on from two pre- 
vious loans of eight and 6.5 mil- 
lion ECUs, made available by the 
EIB, the first in instalments over 
the period 1979-1981 and the 
second in 1986, to help in financ- 
ing the first two phases of this 
estate. 

The loan agreement was signed 
by Planning Minister Ziyad Fariz 
and EIB Vice President Allen 
Prate who Friday started a five- 
day official visit to Jordan. 

The signing came after a meet- 
ing during which the two officials 
discussed Jordan's current efforts 
to socio-economic development 
and measures to absorb and offer 
employment to vast numbers of 
returning expatriates as well as to 
cope with the numerous econo- 
mic and financial challenges fee- 
ing the country, according to the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra. 

Covering a total of 253 hec- 
tares, Sahab Industrial Estate is 
equipped with the infrastructure 


needed by present and future 
businesses (water supplies, waste 
water collection, energy and tele- 
communications), as well as a 
waste water treatment plant, the 
water from which is used for 
irrigation purposes. 

The industrial estate contains 
some 240 enterprises from all 
sectors of the economy, together 
employing around 6.300 people. 

This third financing operation 
will allow for development of a 
further 68 hectares, construction 
of 22,000 m 2 of industrial build- 
ings and associated infrastructure 
and extension of the waste water 
treatment plant. 

About 125 enterprises are ex- 
‘pected to occupy the new section 
of the estate, creating some 3,000 
jobs. This investment is being 
carried out by the Jordan Indust- 
rial Estates Corporation (JIEC), 
an independent statutory cor- 
poration in which the government 
has a majority holding. 

JIEC is the project promoter 
and also the beneficiary of the 
EIB's loan, through the in- 
termediary of the Hashemite 
Kingdom of Jordan. 

This is the eighth EIB opera- 
tion in Jordan as part of coopera- 
tion with the country under the 
Third Financial Protocol, bring- 
ing total funding by the bank 
under this protocol to 58 million 
ECU in loans from EIB resources 
and two million in the form of 


risk capital drawn from the Com- 
munity budget. 

These funds have been used to 
support a broad spectrum of in- 
vestment schemes underpinning 
local economic development, 
especially water resource man- 
agement (urban waste water col- 
lection and treatment, notably in 
Zarqa), development of the pro- 
ductive sector and agricultural 
cooperation and electricity dis- 
tribution. 

A water management scheme, 
currently being appraised by the 
EIB, should absorb the five mil- 
lion ECU still available under the 
Third Financial Protocol. 

The Fourth EC-Jordan Finan- 
cial Protocol , covering the period 
1992-1996, prorides for funding 
worth 126 million ECU. including 
80 million in loans from the EIB's 
own resources and two million in 
risk capital from budgetary funds. 

Following the signing of the 
agreement Industry and Trade 
Minister Abdullah Ensour 
accompanied Mr. Prate on a visit 
to the Sahab Industrial Estate 
where they inspected a number of 
projects and toured factories. 

Mr. Prate was briefed by Dr. 
Suheimat, JIEC director general, 
on the development of the indust- 
rial dty and the services and 
infrastructure offered by the gov- 
ernment to the investors in the 
Sahab Industrial Estate. 


Sharif extends bridge 
for Arab reconciliation 


By Wafas Matalqah 

AMMAN — Information Minis- 
ter Mahmoud Al Sharif has called 
on the Arab World to unite and 
end side differences in the face of 
the common challenges, noting 
that Jordan has been exerting 
efforts- to . achieve a re- 
construction of what he called 
“The Arab Home.” 

Tbe Arab Nation is facing 
"grave dangers and is called on to 
transcend differences resulting 
from the Gulf war and to look 
towards tbe future with a deter- 
mmadon to reconstruct the Arab 
order, said the minister in a state- 
ment to the Iraqi magazine 
“Qimma." 

“Our call for inter-Arab recon- 
ciliation stems from our national 
standing and principles and it is a 
call aimed at serving the Arab 
Nation as a whole so that tbe 
Arabs can deal with other nations 
in the spirit of the modern age to 
win the respect of the world 
community,” said Mr. Sharif. 

In reply to a question about the 
creation of a Higher Council for 
the Press in Jordan, the minister 
said that it was a mere idea which 
was still under consideration. 

“Of course there is a big differ- 
ence between the Jordan Press 
Association and tbe projected 
Higher Council for the Press be- 
cause tbe assodation is an institu- 
tion aiming to defend the basic 
rights of journalists and protect 
their professional duties while the 
higher council would serve as an 
arbitration authority ensuring 
that the association remain com- 
mited to its professional ethics 
and to provide protection from 
irresponsible writings,'' the minis- 
ter said. 
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Mahmoud Al Sharif 

He added that tbe council 
would direct the journalists’ 
attention to issues of concern to 
the public and not to echo sup- 
port for governments, and would 
urge journalists to seek the truth 
in all matters and raise their 
professional level to the aspired 
standards. 

Mr. Sharif noted that in work- 
ing out a Higher Council for the 
Press in Jordan, the Ministry of 
Information was trying to seek 
experiments from other countries 
and h has already obtained the 
laws and regulations of similar 
councils m Sweden, Spain Au- 
stria and India. 

The minister said that the 
ministry was trying to come up 
with ideas emanating from laws 
to be submitted to the journalists 
for further study. 

“I would like to see the nation- 
al press adhering to the spirit of 


freedom but with self-imposed 
controls that by no means reduce 
freedom of the press.” he noted. 
“At the same time this would 
help the public know the truth by 
serving as a responsible tool serv- 
ing the higher national interests.” 

In reply to a question about the 
Jordanian press halting hostile 
campaigns against the regimes in 
the Gulf states and Egypt, the 
minister said that the government 
did not issue any order to the 
Jordanian newspapers to launch 
hostile attacks or refrain from 
doing so. 

Jordan, he noted, is seeking an 
end to alt hostile and propaganda 
campaign levelled against any 
Arab country and to rranscend 
the tragedies of the Gulf crisis. 

“It is time for Jordan to try to 
mend fences with all Arab coun- 
rise to the level of responsibility 
rise to the level responsibility 
once again.” the minister stres- 
sed. 

“1 believe that this idea was 
implanted in the heads of the 
Jordanian journalists, hence they 
stopped their propaganda cam- 
paign which can serve no useful 
purpose, but rather poison rela- 
tions among the Arabs under the 
present tragical situation,” he 
pointd out. 

The minister said what the 
press needed now was a different 
type of language, with the jour- 
nalists directing their attention to 
matters leading away from the 
tragedy of the Gulf issue. 

He expressed his view that 
Jordanian journalists have real- 
ised the need for a change in the 
attitude and took the initiative to 
change the tune of their writings 
that prevailed during the Gulf 


The wonderful world of books at Jordan University 


By E. Yaghi 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — The library at the 
University of Jordan (JU) is a 
haven for seekers of know- 
ledge. It was established in 
1962 with the university itself 
and was in fact one of the first 
departments. 

In the beginning, the library 
contained a few hundred books 
and had a staff of 2. Now, 
there are 102 employees work- 
ing there; among the staff are 
highly trained, competent per- 
sonnel, many of .whom have 
specialised in library science. 

At present, the library con- 
tains a very comprehensive col- 
lection of volumes which total 
more than Vi million. 400,000 
of these volumes are mono- 
graphs and textbooks. The 
Arabic monographs number 
194,774 and English and Latin, 
198,670. The total number of 
bound volumes is more than 
100,000 of which 80,000 are 
foreign periodicals. There are 
about 3,000 maps in addition 
to an audio- visual coflection 
comprising around 7,000 units 
of microfilms, microfiche and 
microcartes, tapes and video 


Dr. Farouq Mansour, presi- 
dent of tbe library, began 


working there in 1963 up until 
1976. He then transferred to 
Yarmouk for 12 years where 
he served as director of Yar- 
mouk Library. From 1986 to 
1988, he supervised the library 
for the University of Science 
and Technology (JUST) as 
well as the library at Yarmouk 
and in 1988 came back to Am- 
man where he has resumed his 
position as president. Dr. 
Mansour obtained his Master 
of Science in Librarianship 
from Western Michigan Uni- 
versity and received Ms Ph.D. 
in the Department of Informa- 
tion Studies at the University 
of Sheffield in 1983. Dr. Man- 
soar’s studies were sponsored 
by die University of Jordan. 

Dr. Mansour has conducted 
many conferences and semi- 
nars and has also written many 
publications concerning va- 
rious aspects of library science 
and published several articles 
in “Ressilat Al Maktabeh ” 
the offidal journal of the Jor- 
dan Library Association. Dr. 
Mansour has also visited many 
countries of the world in order 
to get acquainted with their 
library and information ser-' 
vices and systems. 

Since its establishment, 
throughout fee years, fee JU 
library has always been one of 
the main priorities of the uni- 


versity in terms of budget, 
qualifying personnel, training 
and so forth. The area of the 
library comprises 10,500 
square metres of floor area. It 
has a seating capacity of 900 
pins 700 seats in faculty read- 
ing areas spread throughout 
the campus. Each faculty con- 
tains a reading area which in- 
cludes seating and a collection 
of volumes which comprise 
150,000. The reading rooms 
are located at the Faculty of 
Arts, the Faculty of Law, the 
Faculty of Islamic Law, the 
Faculty of Agriculture, the 
Faculty of Engineering and 
Technology, Health Sciences, 
fee Faculty of Physical Train- 
ing, the Faculty of Post-Gradu- 
ate Studies, a reading room at 
the University Hospital, the 
Marine Research Station in 
Aqaba and one at the imiveip- 
ty farm in the Jordan Valley. 

Concerning the reading 
areas within the library, there 
are two reference halls, one for 
basic references, dictionaries, 
encyclopedias, atlases, refer- 
ences, biographies and histor- 
ical resources. The second is 
for basic references related to 
library science, religious and 
general bibliographies. There 
is also fee Hashemite Library 
which includes publications re- 
lated to Jordan and also pub- 


lications by fee Royal family or 
information written about 
them. In addition, there is the 
Jerusalem Library which con- 
tains publications concerning 
the history about fee Holy City 
of Jerusalem. Furthermore, 
there is a collection concerning 
Hebrew work studies. 

The JU library is a deposi- 
tory library for U.N. publica- 
tions consisting of various 
agencies such as WHO and 
UNESCO, fee FAO and ILO. 
The library is also a member of 
UNESCO Network of Associ- 
ated Libraries and also serves 
as a depository for the World 
Bank in Washington D.C. The 
library also has direct links 
wife the Library of Congress 
and some universities in the 
U.S. and England. There is 
also photocopying service on 
available articles in coopera- 
tion with over 1,000 universi- 
ties all over the world. The 
library receives and gives pub- 
lications, thereby performing 
its obligations towards dissemi- 
nating information about Jor- 
dan publications. 

On fee other hand, the lib- 
rary has received, over the 
years, many donations from 
institutions, governments and 
individuals. Subsequently, it 
donates a lot of books to local 
libraries, especially school lib- 



S tu d ents take advantage of the numerous services offered by the 
Jordan University Library in Amman 

raries and social and sports and also reading rooms. 


clubs all over the country. 

The library has been utilising 
information technology for 
quite some time. For example, 
computerisation — fee library 
has completed putting all Ara- 
bic data on the computer sys- 
tem and the staff has now 
started working on non-Arabic 
materials. The library renders 
on-line computerised informa- 
tion services to other users and 
very recently, it started using 
the compact disc (CD) ROM. 
Complete information systems 
and data banks are regulated 
and utilised by PC personnel. 

Around 8,000 people enter 
the library every day between 8 
a.m. and 8 p.m. at which time 
students use to their advantage 
tire vast facilities of the library 


Dr. Mansour stated, “On 
the library’s part, we encour- 
age students and researchers to 
use our collection not only by 
providing fee traditional acco- 
modations, but also by trying 
to reach students by means of 
our publications. For instance, 
we publish a monthly list which 
shows new additions to the 
library. We also publish a bi- 
annual directory of these depo- 
sited at the University of Jor- 
dan and outside, especially 
university libraries.” 

The library is fee largest in 
Jordan and one of fee largest 
in the Arab world. When there 
was no national library, the 
university library served un- 
officially in this capacity. 
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Selectivity excludes progress 


ON THE eve of the start of multilateral regional talks, Israel 
is attempting to strip them of all meaning and purpose by 
selecting those which it is willing to attend and HkrarHing 
the others which it will not attend. In the process, 
Washington has apparently decided to appease the Israelis 
by offering unilateral assurances to them to take their side if 
they would only honour the regional meetings with their 
presence. A classic example of this carrot and carrot 
diplomacy is the recent assurance offered by U.S. Secretary 
of State James Baker to a delegation Grom the American 
Jewish Congress. In it the secretary of state reportedly 
pledged that the Ottawa talks on refugees would not deal 
with the Palestinian refugee problem especially their right to 
return to their homeland as spelled out in the U.N. General 
Assembly Resolution 194 adopted in October of 1948. It win 
be recalled that Yitzhak Shamir’s government has 
threatened to boycott that meeting if Palestinians from the 
diaspora are permitted to participate in the meeting because 
of fear that their presence would lead to deliberations on 
their right to repatriation in accordance with international 
legitimacy. In defence of this bizzare line of thfaiicmg and 
logic, Baker submitted the eqnally strange and untenable 
argument that the Palestinian refugee issue is essentially a 
political subject which is better discussed within the 
of the bilateral talks between Israel and the Palestinian side. 
At about the same time, Israel announced that it would stay 
away from the Brussels multilateral parley again because 
Palestinian “exiles” were invited to it as wefl. Maybe 
Washington will in due course think of something equally 
strange in its attempts to assuage Israeli fears with regard to 
the Brussels economic talks and end up making it possible 
for Israel to attend on its own terms. Of course the Vienna 
talks on water, and the arms discussions in Washington and 
the environment deliberations in Tokyo appear to be safe 
from Israeli threats simply because tile Palestinians from 
outside the occupied territories have been excluded from 
them. But for the purposes of these three “saved” 
multilateral negotiations, the representatives of milli ons of 
Palestinians who were forced out of their lands in 1948 and 
later can be treated as non-persons with no say on their 
future. And when they attend the Ottawa regional peace 
talks on the subject of refugees they will be allowed to open 
their mouths on every refugee subject except their own 
because, as the U.S. has guaranteed Israel, the Palestinian 
refugee item is political in nature and out of bounds for 
them. 

Well, the peace process in its entirety, be it bilateral or 
multilateral in natnre, is foil of anomalies and absurdities, 
not the least of which is that which is happening before our 
eyes now. This latest chapter on the multilateral negotia- 
tions is but a continuation of the same process that may or 
may not end by June, when the Israeli general elections are 
held, and it may or may not crystallise new Israeli thinking 
on the whole subject of peace in the Middle East. Bat at the 
rate it is now pursued, the peace process appears to be 
headed towards total deadlock. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AJ RA'l Arabic duilx Saturday commented on a statement by 
Yitzhak Rabin, the Israeli Labour Party leader, who called for a 
limited halt to Jewish settlement programmes in the occupied 
Arab territories. Ir is dear that Mr. Rabin's denunciation of the 
present extent of the Shamir government's settlement programme 
and his call for excluding the Ciolan. the West Bank and the 
Jordan Valley from settlement is not sufficient, said the paper. 
Mr. Rabin's statement does not represent a real change in Israel’s 
policies with regard to absorbing Jewish immigrants, nor does it 
reflect the Israelis' change of heart with regard to the Arab 
population, the paper continued. One should not he deceived by 
Mr. Rabin's statement directed against Mr. Shamir's government, 
describing his policy as a wrong policy, because the Arabs want 
Israel to stop altogether all settlement programmaes in all parts of 
the occupied territories, something which is not advocated by the 
Labour or the Likud parties, the paper added. It said that the 
Arabs in general and the Palestinians in particular demand an end 
to occupation and a restoration of Palestinian people's rights in 
their homeland. Therefore. Mr. Rabin's denunciation of Mr. 
Shamir's Jewish settlement programmes is unable to put an end to 
the present government's aggressive and expansionist policies and 
is certainly unable to give impetus in the peace process. Halting 
the settlement programme remains the main and foremost 
demand so that the Arab-lsraeli peace process can achieve results 
as there cjr he no hope for any success in ending the Arab-lsraeli 
conflict as long as the settlements continue, the paper stressed. It 
said that in the light of Israel's negative attitude towards peace, 
one can only warn the Arab states that they have a collective duty 
and national responsibility to confront the continuing Israeli 
challenge to their lands and their rights. 


AL DUSTOUR Arabic daily Saturday welcomed a move on the 
part of Sudan to mediate between Syria and Iraq to end their 
differences and dose the Arab ranks in the face of common 
challenges. It would he the first serious efforts of its kind on the 
part of an Arab leader in the wake of the Gulf crisis to bring about 
reconciliation among Arab leaders, said the paper. The Sudanese 
leader's initiative came in time and at a moment when Arab heads 
of state began to realise that the differences and the isolation can 
benefit no one and can only bring about more sufferings and 
frustrations to the Arab World, the paper said. Sudan's efforts are 
a welcome move and Sudan's diplomacy should be supported and 
backed by other Arab leaders, especially as the Syrian president 
was reported to have given consent to the mediation effort, the 
paper said. It said the move came as the Arabs began to realise 
that international developments were not in their favour and that 
sooner or later all Arab states would be facing catastrophes. The 
paper said that time has come to end inter-Arab differences and 
to urge Arab leaders to rise to the level of challenges and take 
serious steps towards recreating solidarity among their countries 
to form a united front in the face of external challenges. 


Everything to everybody — free of charge 


Jordanians used to look to their government as if it owned 
Aladin’s magic lamp and therefore could perform miracles, be 
everything to everybody and enable its people to have the cake 
and eat it at the same time. The people are not to be blamed for 
this irrational attitude. It is the government which does not admit 
openly that it cannot raise salaries and wages and reduce fina nc ia l 
and commercial deficit at the same time. Or that it cannot support 
and accommodate the requirements of the Armed Forces, 
provide essential services to die people and reduce its dependence 
on foreign aid at the same time. Or that it cannot reduce taxes and 
lower the prices of water and electricity, improve its own financial 
position, improve consumption and savings simultaneously, be a 
major investor in development and stop external borrowing 
altogether. 

No government in this small world can expand investments, 
armaments, and public services without raising taxes, borrowing 
extensively, seeking Arab or foreign aid or doing all the above or 
part of it. 


These options are contradictory to each other. We cannot 
reasonably demand them all at the same tune;, we can't expect 
rain without the streets getting wet or expect the sunlight without 
the heat that goes with it. 

Those who (fared to call for austerity and the freezing of salaries 
and wages were not people whose purpose was just to harm the 
working class. They meant to reduce imports and consumption, 
enhance the competitiveness of the productive sector and narrow 
the deficit 

By the same token, those who called for raising fuel prices were 
not after hurting the motorists. They simply wanted to remove 
distortions that plagued the economy, conserve valuable energy, 
reduce costly imports, and improve the financial position of the 
treasury. 

There are many desirable objectives and slogans that politicians 
and columnists normally announce and repeat such as: Supporting 
the Armed Forces, more public spending on investments, more 
health facilities, more educational services, reduction of the tax 


burden, subsidies for basic commodities, financial assistance for 
die poor groups, redaction of deficit in the budget, decreasing 
trade deficit, enhancing self-sufficiency, refraining from external 
borrowing, independence from foreign aid etc. 


■ But we should realise that those objectives contradict one 
another. To accomplish one of the targets, we have to accept a 
sacrifice or a set-back on another count. We have to set onr 
priorities and be ready to pay foe price of achieving any objective 
we want to achieve. 


The problem is not confined to the public winch' was brought up 
to expect the government to provide everything free of charg e and 
answer all demands simultaneously. The problem extends to 
many officials specialists, and public opinion leaders — be than in 
politics or economics or the media — who play the false game, 

1 innnnnil itc inpvifahlA nri*^ 


-and demand everything while ignoring its inevitable price 
ifimlrine that this maloractice earns than popularity while □ 


thiri Icin g dial this malpractice earns than popularity wt 
effect they lose credibility. 


‘U.S. aid to the Arab World is a wise and 
prudent investment in the stability of the region’ 


At the beginning of May, the National Association of Arab 
Americans (NAAA) presented a testimony on the U.S. adminis- 
tration's foreign aid request for the Fiscal Year 1993. The 
statement, presented by NAAA Executive Director Khalil 
Jahshan, before the House Appropriations Foreign Operations 
Subcommittee, called on the U.S. Congress to approve the 
administration’s request for $77 million in foreign assistance to 
Jordan. Following is the second and last part containing major 
excerpts from the NAAA statement: 


The small aid programme fend- 
ing economic and social develop- 
ment in the West Bank and Gaza 
has had perhaps the highest im- 
pact of any American aid prog- 
ramme anywhere in the world. It 
is designed to stimulate private 
sector activity to support institu- 
tions which can serve to channel 
fends to private borrowers of 
productive uses in agriculture and 
industry. Even under the current 
unsettled conditions on the West 
Bank and Gaza, the grassroots 
projects successfully established 
by the American and indigenous 
private voluntary organisation 
(PVOs) are still operational and 
must continue to be enmoraged. 

The administration’s focus on 
aid to the occupied territories as a 
means to provide the essential 


tools for economic development 
of the local population has been 
enhanced by the appointment of 
a full-time representative of the 
Agency for International De- 
velopment (AID) to the West 
Bank. 


prudent investment in the stabil- 
».y of the region that strengthens 
already solid friendships and 
underscores the U.S. commit- 
ment to its Arab allies. We urge 
this subcommittee to review the 
administration's foreign assist- 
ance requests for the Arab coun- 
tries with sensitivity and concern 
for their compelling individual 
needs. 


equitable manner. U.S. aid is an 
indispensable and worthy 
mechanism that can assist friend- 
ly countries around the world in 
strengthening their economies 
and meeting their legitimate de- 
fense needs. 


Conclusion: 


We believe that the closest 
possible relationships between 
the United States and the coun- 
tries of the Arab world are an 
essential component for promot- 
ing U.S. national security in- 
terests in the Middle East. These 
relationships, built on mutual 
dust and respect, will benefit all 
parties concerned. 

U.S. foreign aid to the Arab 
World, in particular, is a wise and 


We also ask that this subcom- 
mittee require Israel to be held to 
the same standards of accounta- 
bility that are applied to all other 
countries. We believe that the 
practice of giving more per capita 
aid to Israel than the entire per 
capita gross national product of a 
number of countries in the Mid- 
dle East and elsewhere should 
come under intense scrutiny. This 
is particularly urgent now that 
increased aid requests are being 
placed upon the United States 
worldwide. 


Foreign assistance is an impor- 
tant foreign policy tool which, if 
used wisely, can promote and 
protect U.S. national interests 
abroad. Disbursed in a fair and 


We. believe, however, that 
U.S. foreign assistance is not 
being distributed prudently. A 
serious reexamination of the way 
in which the United States allo- 
cates its foreign aid dollars has 
been sorely needed for many 
years. Unfortunately, fee bulk of 
U.S. foreign aid is given, year 
after year, to a small number of 
beneficiaries. A more equitable 
distribution of U.$. aid to a wide 
range of deserving nations, 
however, would be much more 
successful in promoting U.S. in- 
terests worldwide. An optimal 
disbursal of aid dollars, moreov- 
er, would increase the proportion 
of economic aid in the total assist- 
ance package and decrease the 
emphasis on military hardware. 

Perhaps at no time in recent 
memory has there been a greater 
need for a reevaluation of our 


Iraq’s confidence grows 

A ... ... i - 

in sanctions fight 


By Janies Anderson 

Renter 


BAGHDAD — Iraq, nearing fee 
end of a second year under a 
U.N. trade embargo, is showing 
growing confidence it can outlast 
fee patience of the enemies 
punishing it for invading Kuwait, 
diplomats and other foreigners 
say. 

President Saddam Hussein’s 
government dug in its heels again 
last month against the terms of a 
U.N. offer to allow limited re- 
sumption of oil exports even, 
though hardship is widespread. 

An official estimate, which 
foreign relief workers find broad- 
ly plausible, says more than 2,500 
rick, malnourished or injured 
children died each month last 
winter. 

Their lives could have been 
saved if the struggling state health 
services bad the foods, medicines 
and equipment Iraq used to buy 
abroad. 

Trade Minister Mohammad 
Mehdi Saleh, who runs the 
rationing system, told Reuters 
that monthly death rates had tre- 
bled from pie-1990 figures as the 
overall health of the population 
deteriorated under sanctions, 
□ow in their 22nd month. 


“If it was 300 per cent last 
month it is sure to be more next 
month," Mr. Saleh said last 
week. 

But the overall appearance of 
Iraq is of a country that is func- 
tioning, tightly controlled and 
surprising even itself with its abil- 
ity to adapt, improvise and re- 
build. 

Third World diplomats in 
Baghdad doubt fee government 
will give way on fee key issue now 
on the table in its negotiations . 
with the U.N. — who would 
control the distribution of food if 
Iraq were allowed to export oil to 
buy it. 

The state rationing system pro- 
vides every Iraqi with about half 
the food the government consid- 
ers essential for good health at 
give-away prices. 

Families must scramble for the 
rest in the private market, where 
prices are very high compared 
wife typical incomes. 

The right to be the one that 
feeds the Iraqi people is jealously 
guarded by Saddam Hussein’s 
government, in spite of the ack- 
nowledged difficulty of doing so. 

It says outside supervision over 
its distribution of food would 
herald the death of Iraq as a 
sovereign state and a return to 


colonial rule. 

Although the United States 
seems all-powerful at fee United 
Nations since the break-up of the 
Soviet Union, some diplomats 
think “sanctions fatigue" will set 
in among governments long be- 
fore the embargo achieves the 
U.S. aim of bringing down Sad- 
dam Hussein. 


last week. 

The government said every bit 
of it was made in Iraq and aims to 
produce 6,000 tractors a year, a 
necessity for farmers who cannot 
find spares for tractors imported 
before 1990. 


“For us, the worst is over,” the 
higher education minister, Abdel 
Razzak Al Hashimi, told Reu- 
ters. “For (U.S. President 
George) Bush and his coalition, 
the party's over.” 

Never short of bravado, the 
government has always sworn it 
would bold out. 

It has more than just words to 
show these days. 

Every week it invites foreign 
journalists to see several major 
projects — bridges, buildings, 
power stations — reopened after 
Golf war an raids. 


How dose Iraq is to the bottom 
of the barrel in its food supplies is 
secret. The country depended 
heavily on imported food in the 
1980s, when it was fighting a long 
war wife Iran, and used to buy 
3.8 million tonnes of wheat a year 
from the United States. 


Iraq makes its own cement and 
had large stocks of contraction 
steel in band in 1990. Mach of fee 
rebuilding needed only hard work . 
and good organisation. 

Machinery is more difficult. 

With great fanfare, Saddam 
Hussein drove the first tractor off 
the assembly tine of a new factory 


Release of some frozen assets 
by Britain, Switzerland and Italy 
allowed it to bring more than 
600,000 tonnes of food — mostly 
cereals, cooking ofl and sugar — 
from abroad with U.N. approval 
in recent months. 

That is about two months' 
supply for the rationing system. 

The grain harvest started in the 
south in late April. Winter rains 
were good but officials will not 
give crop forecasts except to say 
fee outlook is good in spite of 
problems like a lack of insecti- 
cides. 

The Trade Ministry has trebled 
the price it pays to formers to try 
to buy as much of die crop as it 
can for the ration system. 


U.S. unemployment, politics 


delaying ‘peace dividend’ 


By Charles Aldinger 

Reuter 


7.3 per cent and the situation is 
worse in a battered defence in- 


WASHINGTON — High unem- 
ployment in the United States 
and political fighting over how to 
pay the peace dividend from the 
cold war have ail but killed pros- 
pects for a major cut in 1993 U.S. 
defence spending. 

Despite the collapse of the 
Soviet Union, Congress has even 
voted in this election year to 
reverse President George Bush’s 
cancellation of the Sea wolf attack 
submarine and build perhaps two 
additional boats at a cost of about 
S3 bill ion. 


That would temporarily pre- 
serve thousands of jobs at the 
electric boat division of General 
Dynamics Corporation in Gro- 
ton, Connecticut. 

U.S. civilian nnemploytnent is 


dustry, especially in the Amer- 
ican northeast. The Pentagon 
argues that immediate additional 
troop cuts would put more people 
in jobless lines. 

Lawmakers are threatening to 
cut spending on the B-2 Stealth 
bomber and “star wars” anti- 
missile research but experts say 
Mr. Bush’s proposed $281 billion 
fiscal 1993 defence budget will 
not take a major beating. 

“The issue this year is jobs and 
the November election votes that 
go with them, not defence cuts,” 
said former Assistant Defence 
Secretary Lawrence Korb, now 
with the Brookings Institution. 

“There’s agreement in Con- 
gress feat although very deep 
(military) cuts can be made in the 
coming decade, there is a need to 


tread carefully now," added 
James Blackwell of tbe Centre for 
Strategic and International Stu- 
dies. 

Mr. Bush brought Pentagon 
spending down to $281 billion by 
cancelling the Seawolf after tbe 
first of the sophisticated new 
attack boats is built. But the 
Senate bas voted to build two 
more boats and the House of 
Representatives one more. 

Critics say the very expensive 
Submarines aren't needed and the 
U.S. navy ought to gp on with 
development of its cheaper 
Centurion attack boat. 

“It doesn’t make any differ- 
ence if we use the Seawolf for 
underwater cruises for admirals, 
jobs are the issue now," coun- 
tered one senior congressional 
official, who asked not to be 
identified. 


The Senate has already agreed 
that Mr. Bush's proposed spend- 
ing figure for 1993 — winch is 
about $10 billion below the cur- 
rent Pentagon budget — is not 
out of line. 

Tbe House has voted to cut 
about $7 billion from the Bush 
total, but that cut is likely to be 
smaller when the budget emerges 
from Congress later fe« year. 

“With tbe riots in Los Angeles 
fresh in tbe news and the eco- 
nomy making only a very slow 
recovery, nobody wants to rode 
tbe domestic boat right now,” said 
Washington analyst Barry 
Blechman. 

“There will be big cuts as die 
world situation shakes down, 
especially if North Korea can 
assuage international fears about 
their nuclear programme. But it 
takes time.” 




foreign assistance obligations 
than in 1992. The collapse of the 
Soviet Union, the disintegration 
of the Eastern bloc, and changing 
realities in the aftermath of the 
Gulf war have placed compelling 
aid demands upon tbe United 
States at a time when huge de- 
ficits have forced sizable budget 
reductions and heavily bnrdened 
the American taxpayer. The 
Bush administration and the Con- 
gress must rise above political 
considerations to meet this chal- 
lenge effectively. Either the fore- 
ign aid budget must be increased 
to accommodate these legitimate 
assistance demands, or the bur- 
den of reallocation must be 
shared by all. 


process as a necessary and desir- 
able check upon the executive 
branch, its principal use wife 
regard to foreign aid has not been 
so lofty. Foreign aid earmarking 
has been used, all too often, not 
to ensure that ail recipients re- 
ceive their fair share of desper- 
ately needed assistance dollars, 
but rather to protect certain na- 
tions from sharing in the burdens 
associated with a shrinking fore- 
ign aid budget. 


One of the key components of 
reform of the foreign aid process 
would be to restrict the wide- 
spread practice in Congress of 
earmarking fee vast majority of 
aid dollars for certain favoured 
countries without regard to the 
effect such allocations have on 
U.S. commitments elsewhere. 
While earmarking is theoretically 
used by Congress in the budget 


As a result of this political 
practice, many necessary but un- 
protected assistance programmes 
worldwide have been reduced or 
terminated as aggregate funding 
levels for U.S. foreign aid have 
declined. We believe that this 
practice has hurt U.S- interests in 
the Middle East and elsewhere: 
No country, without exception, 
should be immune from facing 
reductions in its foreign aid 
levels, and we urge this subcom- 
mittee, in its deliberations on the 
FY 1993 foreign aid budget, to 
recommend a fair and equitable 
allocation of assistance to all aid 
recipients in the Middle East. 


After riots, 
who’s to blame 
and who 
benefits? 


By John Ki 

The Associated 


LOS ANGELES — Emerging 
from tbe Los Angeles riots is an 
inevitable political debate over 
who’s to Maine for the devastat- 
ing racial tmresf and, in a pres- 
idential election year, who will 
benefit. 

The city’s streets were still 
under siege when fee finger- 
pointing began, and it’s nnlikety 
to end soon. The already testy 
presidential campaign now is 
spiced wife tbe volatile issues of 
race, crime, law-and-order and 
urban decay. 

For both President Bush and 
likely Democratic nominee Bill 
Clinton, fee crisis offers political 
opportunity — but carries big 
risks as well. And rivals Patrick 
Buchanan and Jerry Brown are 
stirring the mix, not to mention 


water said. 

Mr. Buchanan agreed, saying 
the liberal welfare state had cre- 
ated “a climate m which this kind 
of irresponsibility is bred. I think 
what we saw in the smoking ruins 
of Los Angeles this last week is 
fee abject and total failure of 
great society liberalism.” 

Mr. Clinton countered that 
such an argument ignored 12 
years of Republican control of 
the White House. 


NEWS ANALYSIS 


the sideline handicapping of like- 
ly independent candidate Ross 


That’s the kind of back-and-' 
forth over assigning b lame that’s 
likely to continue into the fall. 

The debate will be complicated 
by Mr. Clinton's moderate posi- 
tions. He, too, has been critical of 
many of the Liberal programmes 
Mr. Bifab opposed, and said the 
federal government would have a 
crucial but comparatively small 
role in fee rr-hiriir Hng 


For Mr. Clinton, fee episode 
also can be used as proof of one 
of his central campaign themes: 
That racial divisions are under- 
mining economic growth arid per- 
petuating social unrest, and that 
fee divide has grown because of 
die urban and soda! neglect of 
Republican a dministr ations. 


“My agenda assumes that gov- 
ernment does not always know 
what is best or how to do it for the 


people who five in-a comm unity,’ 
Mr. Clinton said in a fine feai 


Mr. Cfinton said in a fine feat 
could just as well come from a 
Ronald Reagan speech. 


“What has happened in Los 
Angeles is a firebell in the night 
and die test of our country is how 
we answer the call,” tbe Arkan- 
sas jovemor said Monday after 
touring riot-ravaged neighbour- 
hoods. 

Mr. Bush, of course, saw femes 
far differently. 


Tbe rioting that followed tbe 
Rodney King verdict, also gave 
Mr. Bush a chance to play domes- 
tic commander-in-chief, sending 
in troops to restore order and 
addressing the nation 1 to explain 
his actions. 


Presidential Spokesman Marlin 
Ktzwaier blamed the riots on the 
foiled liberal democratic policies 
the 1960s and 1970s, what he 
called government giveaways that 
foiled to require recipients to take 
responsibility for their communi- 
ties. 

“We believe that many of fee 
root problems that have resulted 
in inner-city difficulties were 
started in the “60s and *70s, and 
that they have foiled,” Ms. FStz- 


He also p ro mis e d $600 milli on 
m loans and grants to.bdp rebuild 
Los Angeles. 

The troop deployment and Mr. 
Bush’s harsh words for the rioters 
projected a tough law-and-order 
rojage from a president whose 
198° campaign successfully made 
crone a centerpiece issue. 

Still, those incensed with the 
acquittal of four white, police 
OTjeers in the videotaped beating 
ot Mr. King are looking to tbe justice 
< * e P artm ent to mount s federal 
prosecution, and 'any thing Iks is 
likely to bring a i cascade of 
on the president. 


:hado 




“They have been miming 
against the liberal democratic 
programmes of fee ‘60s for 25 
years and they abolished them in 
1981, Mr. Clinton said. “You 
cannot blame *60s social prog- 
rammes which have been pom- 
meled ont of existence.” 




u ■- 
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Delegates address PCC meeting 
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* (Cunlinwd from page 1) 

; All the Palestinians in the bi- 
lateral talks are from the occu- 
pied territories. 

• Abu Ali Mustapha, PFLP de- 
puty secretary-general,- con- 
firmed that Palestinian nego- 
tiators had addressed the council. 

“We beard . reports from... 
some members of the nego tiatin g 
team, arguing that the way taken 
(in the talks with Israel) was 
right," he said in a written speech 
a copy of which was made avail- 
able to Renters. 

Mr. Husseim argued for “the 
need to pursue the peace process 
and the participation of Palesti- 
nians at all stages of negotia- 
tions,’’ the AP reported. 

Sources inside the closed-door 
meeting, now in its third day, told 
the AP that despite the appear- 


ance of the negotiators, opinion 
remains divided on whether the 
peace talks should be pursued. 

“The negotiating b attle has 
propelled the Palestinian cause 
before the world and has ended 
the isolation imposed by the Gulf 
war,” one delegate said, speaking 
. On condition of anonymity, 

Mr. Arafat’s bigger worry re- 
cently has been harsh aiti aw n 
from within his own Fateh move- 
ment He was expected to face a 
hostile council at the current 
meeting but was given a reprieve 
by the relief in the PLO diar 

followed his surviving a plane 

crash last month in the Libyan 
desert. 

The council, which acts as a 
liaison between the PLO Execu- 
tive Committee and the PNC, 
began meeting Thursday. 


Sharif pays tribute to U.S. role 


(Continued from page 1) 

He said that the citizens of 
Palestinian origin constitute an 
integral part of Jordan's life and 
they carry Jordanian nationality 
while the Palestinians in the di- 
aspora struggle to return to Pales- 
tine. Jordan is deeply keen on 
resolving the Arab-Isradi conflict 
because it believes that this would 
lead to stabilise fbe region, Mr. 
Sharif said in reply to a question 
about the so-called growth of 
Islamic extremisim in Jordan. 
Jordan has been dealing with 
Islami c movements over the past 
four decades and there has never 
been any problem, he added. 

Hie Islamic movements, he 
noted, are operating within the 
concept of political pluralism and 
have been respecting the demo- 
cratic rules in Jordan. 

The minister stud that under 
the Jordanian Constitution peo- 
ple in the country can form poli- 


tical parties and have freedom of 
expression and- publication. In 
this vein, he noted, the govern- 
ment has now submitted ■ draft 
laws on political parties and press 
and publication to Parliament to 
be in the coming ex- 

traordinary session. 

In reply to a question on why 
the Jordanian press carries nega- 
tive comments about the United 
States, the minis ter said that this 
is countered by a negative image 
about the Arabs and Muslims in 
the American media. 

He said the Arabs have a feel- 
ing that while international legi- 
timacy is being applied around 
the world Israel is considered an 
exception and nothing is done 
against its defiance of the interna- 
tional legality. 

Hence, he added, the negative 
images about the United States 
appearing in the Arabic press. 


U.N. official due in Libya 


(Continued from page 1) 

18 or older, also are to debate 
changes in the government. 

As stipulated in Col. QadhafTs 
third universal theory, also 
known as the Green Book, 
Libya’s unique system of peoples’ 


politics expands from the grass 
roots to a higher general people's 
congress for final decisions. The 
yearly process, which results in 
decisions suggested by Col. 
Qadhafi, takes about two 
months. 


Much ado about*HQithing a - 


(Contained from page IX- 

shares.” 

Dr. Waked was referring to 
a meeting held last week 
among several members of the 
Counal of Ministers, senior 
CBJ officials and bankers in 
Amman. The meeting, accord- 
ing to the official media, dis- 
cussed the situation of com- 
mercial credits in the Kingdom 
with particular focus on the 
industrial sector. 

Officials have said that the 
focus on credit for tile indust- 
rial sector had more to do with 
the national economic revival 
and restructuring programme 
agreed with the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) rather 
th an a blanket move against 
any other sector of the eco- 
nomy. 

“Obviously, this meeting 
was seen by many as the fore- 
runner of government moves 
to squeeze commercial bank 
credit,” Dr. Waked said. “As a 
result many speculators who 
had availed themselves of com- 
mercial bank loans to finance 
their dealings rushed to get rid 
for their shares to ensure their 


_ liquidity and hence the sharp 
rather than gradual drop ip the 
market.” 

Dr. Waked believes that 
there is a need for “rationalisa- 
tion” of commercial bank cre- 
dits to avoid sudden plunges in 
the market He noted that 
many banks were reporting ex- 
cess idle liquidity as a result of 
deposits by returnees from the 
Gulf states and as such specu- 
lators had easy access to funds. 

“Such flow of funds for spe- 
culation is harmful for com- 
mercial banks since it raises the 
risk of lass,” he said. “That is 
of course not to mean that all 
credit should be shut off for 
stock market dealings, but a 
more rational policy and para- 
meters should be applied by 
die banks in extending such 
facilities.’* 

Dr. Touqan disagrees. “If 
the pool of savings (with com- 
mercial banks) does not contri- 
bute to the share market, then 
it is equally possible that it is 
invested in real estate,” be 
said. “But the yield on invest- 
ments in shares is competitive 
with the yield on real estate 
investment,” he argued. 


Settlements 

(Co n tinued from page 1) 

In the Gaza Strip, about five 
new settlements and 600 residents 
were added, and in the Golan 
Heights about 2,000 new resi- 
dents moved into existing settle- 
ments. 

The proliferation of settle- 
ments since tile current Israeli 
government took over in 1990 has 
been, a continuing thorn in U.S.- 
IsraeK relations. This year it was 
the primary reason Israel’s re- 
quest for $10 billion in loan 
guarantees to absorb Soviet Jews 
fell by the wayside. 

Some 370,000 new immigrants 
have arrived in Israel since 1989. 


Kabul truce 

( Contin ued from page I) 

the collapse of the old regime 
under President NajibuIIah. 

But the . ruthless fighters m 
their distinctive tribal dress are 
widely feared in Kabul and 
blamed for much of the looting in 
the city in recent weeks. 

People hying on the frontline 
between the Mujahedeen rulers 
and hanffine guerrillas on the 
southern and. western edges of 
Kabul continued to leave their 
homes with their belongings for 
fear that rocketing that killed 
more than 50 people this week 
could start again. 

At one of the city's high 
schools, teachers said they cried 
on Saturday when they arrived to 
find the buildings ransacked. 

A deputy principal of the 
Rabia-i-Balkhi Girl's High 
School said it used to be one of 
the richest in Kabul, but every- 
thing of value bad been stolen 
since the Mujahedeen took pow- 
er in Kabul two weeks ago. 

Kabul's schools opened for 
only a week in March after a 
three-month winter holiday be- 
fore the- former regime dosed 
them down as the political situa- 
tion worsened. 

Hie new government, keen to 
show the dty is returning to 
normal, announced two days ago 
that schools would reopen. Bnt 
Kabul University, a hotbed of 
radical Islamic arid communist 
thought in the past, remained 
dosed. Professors said they did 
not expect the university to 
reopen before the end of the 
month. 


Iranpoils 

(Continued from page 1) 

Among defeated radicals was 
Ayatollah Khamenei’s brother 
Hadi, who lost his seat from the 
northeastern city of Mashhad. 

Two women were elected from 
Tabriz in the northwest. With a 
woman elected from Mashhad in 
the first round and five placed to 
win in Tehran, the number of 
women candidates in die Majlis is 
set to double to eight 

Radicals charged that the 
opposing faction bad used its 
power unfairly to (fisqualify 
dozens of their candidates in the 
election, the first to be held since 
the 1989 death of Ayatollah 
Khomeini. 

There were no widespread 
accusations of vote-rigging in the 
first round and the radicals said 
they respected the will of the 
people and put up a strong cam- 
paign in the second round. 

Some radicals such as Mr. 
Mohtasheini kept up strong 
attacks on their rivals. He said in 
a speech that the Majlis faced a 
“dark prospect” if the first-round 
results were repeated in the run- 
off. 


Jordan’s agricultural sector — 
achievements and obstacles 


Jordan is a small country, short of 
many natural resources, especial- 
ly water. The Kingdom’s econo- 
mic structure has been influenced 
by a variety of factors directly 
related to the availability of eco- 
nomic resources. 

About 8.6 per cent of Jordan's 
land, or 2.4 million dunums, re- 
ceives 200 mm rainfall annually 
and, therefore, is considered as 
potentially cultivable. All the cul- 
tivable land lies in the highlands, 
except for 390,000 dunums which 
make up the irrigated area of the 
Jordan Valley. It is worth high- 
lighting that the valley produces 
approximately 40 per cent of the 
gross agricultural production and 
70 per cent of the gross earnings 
of the agricultural sector. The 
cultivated land has 58 per cent 
with field crops, 29 per cent 


covered by fruit trees and the 
remaining 13 per cent vegetables. 

In' 1990, tthe agricultural sector 
contributed 7.4 per cent of Jor- 
dan's GDP, while the relatively 
newly developed manufacturing 
sector accounted for about 14 per 
cent. However, the agricultural 
sector derives its importance 
from being the main source of 
income for about 21 per cent of 
the population. In addition, it 
provided employment to more 
than 7 per cent of the total labour 
force in 1990. Today, the sector 
contributes to improve the King- 
dom's trade deficit and is consi- 
dered as an instrument in achiev- 
ing food security. 

The sector's output has im- 
proved as a result of widely-used 
irrigation, adoption of technolo- 


By Ali Ghezawi 

gical farming methods and in- 
creased capital investment in the 
sector. 

“In 1990, plant production, 
which consists of field crops, 
vegetables, and fruit tree, 
reached 967 thousands tonnes, a 
growth of 27 per cent over the 
1980. 

Despite the significant growth 
in agricultural output during the 
last decade, the sector has not 
been able to meet the increasing 
demand, as a result of the natural 
population growth of 3.6 per 
cent. Also, the return of more 
than 300,000 expatriate from the 
Gulf imposed another constraint 
on the agricultural production. 

Rainfall fluctuation is another 
obstacle in planning future agri- 
cultural strategy programmes. 
Reduced rainfall limits the supply 


of irrigation water; it also reduces 
the area to be cultivated. Res- 
traint is also imposed in the types 
of cultivated crops. 

Another key factor in the agri- 
cultural sector is marketing. The 
Gulf crisis restricted the econo- 
mic relations between Jordan and 
the Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) states and deprived Jor- 
dan of traditional markets for its 
produce. 

Land fragmentation and joint 
ownership of land also has a great 
impact in the reduction and effi- 
ciency of the sector's production. 

Furthermore, the increasing 
acquisition of good agricultural 
land by municipalities for housing 
purposes reduces the area of ar- 
able land and, consequently, agri- 


cultural production. 

The government gave priority 
to the development of the agri- 
cultural sector during the last 
three decades. In order to 
achieve the proposed objectives, 
the government built die King 
Abdullah canal and several dams 
through the Kingdom enabling 
the utilisation of the flood water 
for agricultural uses. However, 
due to limited water resources in 
the Jordan Valley, the focus 
shifted to the neglected rainfed 
highlands. Several farmers begun 
farming in the desen too using 
the strategic acquifers water at 
high cost. 

Jordan's agricultural sector 
should be given more attention to 
meet the increasing demand 
locally and abroad. 


Israeli award tears Arab literary world apart 


By Sami Aboudi 
Reuter 

JERUSALEM — The Arab liter- 
ary world is tom over whether 
one of its giants, 70-year-old 
Emile Habibi, should accept 
Israel's first ever prize for Arabic 
literature. 

The novelist from Nazareth, 
the largest Arab town in Israel, is 
due to receive the $ 8,300 Israel 
prize for Arabic literature on 
May 7. 

“I believe Emile Habibi de- 
serves many prizes and this one 
would not add anything to his 
prestige," said Asaad A1 Asaad, 
a leading Palestinian poet and 
writer from East Jerusalem. 

Criticism stems largely from 
concern that Israel's granting of 
the prize to an Arab writer over- 
shadows its persistent restrictions 
on Palestinian novelists, journal- 


ists and poets. 

Israel imposes severe cen- 
sorship on the Arabic press and 
closely monitors Arab writing, ft 
has at times closed Palestinian 
and Israeli-Arab newspapers and 
magazines, accusing them of in- 
citement. 

Mr. Habibi, who admits to 
hesitating before consenting to 
accept the award, does not agree. 
He insists it represents a recogni- 
tion by Israel of the importance 
of Arabic literature. 

“Sound people here regard the 
prize as a new pulpit for our 
existence. It is a recognition of 
our culture and heritage." said 
Mr. Habibi, who received the 
Palestine prize for literature from 
PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat in 
1990. 

He says he plans to accept the 
Israeli prize at an official cere- 
mony next week and give the 


money to a Palestinian charity in 
the occupation West Bank. 

A team of Israeli scholars re- 
commended Mr. Habibi for the 
prize but the Education Ministry 
hesitated for months before 
approving the nomination. Israel 
awards a prize for Hebrew litera- 
ture every four years. 

The Israeli announcement has 
polarised the Arab literary arena 
and there have been fierce de- 
bates in Arabic newspapers in the 
West Bank, Israel and abroad 
between critics and supporters. 

Mr. Habibi, who favours U.S.- 
brokered talks to end the Arab- 
Israeli conflict, has won fame in 
the Arab World for works which 
meld Arab heritage with modern 
concepts. . 

His most renowned work, 
"Strange Events in the Dis- 
appearance of Said Abu A I Nahs 


Al Mutashael," published in the 
mid-1970s, was translated into 
several foreign languages. 

In that work he coined the 
word “pessoptimist" to describe 
the dilemma of an Israeli-Arab 
who tries to be all things to all 
people. 

“The question is whether this 
prize is an acknowledgment for 
his literary works or for his poli- 
tical stands." said Mr. Asaad. 
referring to Mr. Habibi's moder- 
ate political views. 

Yet Israeli-Arab writer Salman 
Natour said Israel was compelled 
to award the prize to Mr. Habibi 
because of the quality of his 
work. 

“The Education Ministry's de- 
cision to award the prize can be 
regarded as a right taken and not 
given," he said. 

Israeli-Arab poet Sameeh Al 


Qassem dismissed the entire con- 
troversy as “frivolous." 

“It is a trivial issue, especially 
at a time when blood is being 
spilled and houses are being des- 
troyed.'* he said, referring to 
Israeli practices in the occupied 
territories. 

Israeli-Arab poet Shafiq Habib 
faces up to three years in jail for 
publishing u book on the four- 
year-old Palestinian uprising in 
the occupied territories. The 
book was banned and Mr. Habib 
jailed briefly for his work. 

Some Palestinian writers are 
more worried by the division in 
their ranks than the issue itself. 

“It is dear that the (Israeli) 
authorities were clever enough to 
put the ball in our court." said 
Mr. Natour." The question is 
how to respond to that in a clever 
wav.” 


Toll still mounting as Kuwait battles 
to clear Gulf war mines 


By Diana Abdallah 

Reuter 


KUWAIT — Mines and unex- 
pkxted shells from the Gulf war 
are scattered as far as the eye can 
see in Kuwait’s desert, and at 
least 85 bomb disposal experts 
have died so far trying to remove 
them. 

“When you deal with so many 
mines it is nerve-racking ... you 
take a deep breath after each 
mine yon defuse,” said Floyd 
Rockwell from U.S. Convention- 
al Munitions Systems (CMS), a 
private company under contract 
for the clearance work which is 
being done by both private and 
nriHtary experts. 

More than 85 ordnance experts 
— including Americans, Britons 
and Egyptians — are believed to 
have been killed by mines and 
unexploded shells and bombs left 
over from the 1991 war, say those 
involved in the clearance opera- 
tion. 

At least 4,000 civilians have 
been killed or injured, they add. 

Doctors at Kuwaiti hospitals say 


they see people who have stepped 
on mines or been hurt by unex- 
ploded shells or bullets two days a 

week on average. 

CMS experts say they have so 
far cleared 40,000 mines while 
British Royal Ordnance, the 
army team first into the field, has 
dealt with up to a quarter of a 
minion. The American and Brit- 
ish teams say they each still have 
about a million mines to defuse. 

So far, according to the Kuwaiti 
Defence Ministry, a total of 2,549 
tonnes of munitions have been 
defused and 7,751 tonnes des- 
troyed. More than 700,000 mines 
have been dismantled. 

Barbed wire and signs in En- 
glish and Arabic warning of 
mines are not proving adequate 
deterrents to the careless or in- 
quisitive — especially to bedouins 
who wander into minefields with 
their camels. The decaying re- 
mains of dozens of camels litter 
the minefields. 

The mines were laid tty Iraq as 
its line of defence against U.S. 
and allied forces. But the allies 


swept through undeterred in 
February 1991 to end Iraq’s 
seven-month occupation of 
Kuwait. 

The mines are relatively easy to 
spot — the Iraqis laid them in a 
known military pattern — three 
anti-personnel mines surrounding 
every anti-tank mine. 

Harder to detect are unex- 
ploded shells and bombs dropped 
by the allies over Kuwait dining 
the war, the experts say. 

“We go to the police and to 
schools and warn them about the 
hazards, but some people still 
pick up ordnance as souvenirs 
and children play with it thinking 
they are toys,” said Mike Murray 
of CMS. 

Frequent Ministry of Defence 
advertisements in Kuwait’s news- 
papers warn of the dangers. But 
almost every week comes news of 
men, women or children killed or 
manned by mines or shells. 

The Ministry of Defence says 
most civilian areas and two major 
air bases have been cleared of 
mines and ammunition. Coastal 
waters and shipping lanes were 


cleared in October. 

But the clearance operation is 
expected to last two more years. 

Even then, experts say. the 
emirate's desert, streets and 
beaches will not be completely 
safe. 

Explosives experts say large 
parts of the Kuwaiti beachfront 
have been cleared but await final 
inspection by Kuwaiti army en- 
gineers before they are declared 
safe. . 

CMS, which has deployed 150 
American disposal experts, won a 
$134 million contract to dear a 
U.S. sector. Other sectors are 
allocated to British, French, 
Pakistani, Bangladeshi. Egyp- 
tian, Turkish and Kuwaiti teams. 

Walt Tanner, heading the CMS 
operation in Kuwait, said that in 
their 2,000 kilometres sector they 
had to clear a minefield stretching 
140 kilometres and remove 
thousands of tonnes of unex- 
ploded ordnance as well as milit- 
ary vehicles and trenches. 

“Now the war is over, you get 
this huge mess left,” be said. 


Ordnance experts say they 
have problems with some mines 
— especially East European ones 
— that detonate spontaneously in 
the heat of the desert. 

“This is the first time that 
anything near this size has taken 
place from a commercial point of 
view and nothing approaching the 
variation has ever been attemp- 
ted,” said Joe Wharram. opera- 
tions room manager of Royal 
Ordnance. 

“We’ve got such a variation of 
types and sizes of ammunition. 
From Europe, South America, 
China, Russia — you name it — 
any country that produces 
ammunition, you will find exam- 
ples of it here in Kuwait," he 
said. 

In most cases the disposal ex- 
perts have to work on mines with 
their bare hands. 

Royal Ordnance's first task was 
to dear thousands of mines from 
Kuwait’s oilfields, paving the way 
for firefighters to tackle more 
than 700 blazing oil wells torched 
by retreating Iraqi troops. 
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A1 Dustour 
Championship 
begins today 


By a Jordan Tunes 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — The Sports 
Palace Court at Ai Hussein 
Youth City Sunday witnesses 
the opening of a miniature 
Arab basketball tournament — 
the A I Dustour Basketball 
Championship — organised on 
the occasion of the newspap- 
er's 2Stfa anniversary. 

Seven top-ranked Arab 
teams representing four coun- 
tries will be competing. They 
are: Iraqi first division titlehol- 
den and 1990 Arab basketball 
champions Al Karkh, runners 
up Al Shurta Club, the 
Sudanese national team, Al 
Markazi and Al Reyadi clubs 
from Lebanon, and Jordan's 
top-ranked all-time rivals AI 
Onhodoxi and Al Ah Li. 

Competition is expected to 
be tough and veiy competitive 
as the participating teams rep- 
resent the best of their coun- 
tries’ basketball. Naser Bush- 
naq of Al Ahli will be playing 
after a long absence due to an 
injury and subsequent surgery. 
Al Karkh includes seven inter- 
national players including 
Thamer Mustafa, Nasir 
Ahmad and Qusai Hatem. 

“We focused on grouping 
top-ranked teams so that there 
would be a high standard of 
competition.'’ senior official of 
the organising committee 
Mohammad Qadri Hassasn 
told the Jordan Times. 

“We hope this competition 
will be a starting point toward 
revitalising Arab basketball 
and a chance for the participat- 
ing teams to get better ac- 
quainted and work together to 
further enhance their experi- 
ence and Arab basketball in 
general through such tourna- 
ments." he said, adding: “We 
would have liked many more 
teams to participate. We hope 
that will happen in future com- 
petitions." 

The opening ceremony will 
be held Sunday afternoon and 
will be attended by Minister of 
Youth Saleh Irsheidat and a 
□umber of officials. Official 
guests include .Tony Khtnrry, 
president of the Lebanese 
Olympic Committee and 
founding member of the Arab 
Basketball Federation, the 

E resident of the Sudanese Bas- 
etball Federation, as well as 
officials of the participating 
teams. 

In the tournament’s opening 
match the Sudanese national 
team will play Jordan's Al Ahli 
after the opening ceremonies. 


No crisis over Barcelona 
entry, say IOC, organisers 


SEVILLE, Spain (R) — The 
International Olympic Commit- 
tee (IOC) and the Barcelona 
games organisers issued a joint 
message Saturday on the threat of 
chronic overcrowding in the 
Olympic village — “Crisis? What 
crisis?’* 

A total of 19,400 athletes and 
officials from 162 teams have so 
far registered for the Olympic 
village, which can hold a max- 
imum 15,200. 

Cries of alarm from the Barce- 
lona Organising Committee 
(COOB'92) have become in- 
creasingly strident in recent 
months amid warnings that the 
village is not made of elastic. 

COOB has blamed the IOC for 
foiling to address the problem but 
Saturday’s meeting between the 
games organisers and the IOC 
executive board was described as 
very friendly and open by IOC 
information director Michele Ver- 
dier. 

The only thing lacking was a 
solution. 

It was agreed that no action 
would be considered until May 25 
— 10 days after next Friday’s 
deadline by which teams must 
submit the names of the athletes 
and officials they plan to send to 
the games, which open on July 
25. 

Officials hope that the numbers 


will have dropped sufficiently to 
prevent any need for further mea- 
sures. 

If fresh steps are necessary, 
they could include faster rotation 
in the village, with athletes mov- 
ing in shortly before their events 
and departing soon afterwards. A 
total of 400 athletes competing in 
demonstration sports would be 
housed elsewhere. 

However, COOB is unenthu- 
siasdc about the rotation idea 
because it would allow teams to 
dictate how much strain would be 
imposed on logistical services at 
any one time. 

Nor is anyone sure how many 
athletes will try to remain in the 
village as “tourists" after their 
sports have finished. 

But Mr. Verdier told a news 
conference: “There is absolutely 
no crisis. There is a problem but 
we have the mechanism to re- 
solve it." 

The same line came from 
COOB despite its vehement 
warnings in recent months. 

“There is no crisis today and 
we’re trying to avoid any conflict 
later on,” COOB chief executive 
Jose Miguel A bad told the news 
conference. 

“We won't speculate on figures 
anymore. Let’s wait until we can 
get down to realities rather than 
theories.” 


Abad also dealt with a re- 
quest by the International 
Amateur Athletic Federation 
(IAAF) for changes in the track 
and field schedule which would 
give American Michael Johnson, 
the world's fastest man over 200 
and 400 metres, the chance to 
tackle both events. 

COOB dumped the problem 
squarely back in the lap of the 
IAAF by insisting it needed a 
written undertaken that the 
IAAF would be responsible for 
meeting any legal claims resulting 
from a changed timetable. 

Mr. Abad stressed chat it 
would not be a technical problem 
to switch the 200 and 400 metres 
finals to separate days. 

But he said COOB had agreed 
television schedules with the net- 
works and sold tickets to the 
public on the basis of the timet- 
able contained in a contract 
signed with the IAAF two years 
ago. 

He also said COOB had re- 
ceived a copy of a letter sent by 
American star Carl Lewis to the 
IAAF opposing any changes. 

If the timetable were altered in 
favour of Johnson, Lewis said be, 
too, would seek late changes to 
enable him to add the 200 metres 
to his present schedule of 100 
metres, 4x100 metres relay and 
long jump. 


Seles reaches Italian Open final 


ROME (R) — World number 
one Monica Seles overcame a 
spirited challenge from South 
African outsider Amanda Coet- 
zer to reach the final of the 
women's Italian Open with a 6-0, 
6-4 victory Saturday. 

The Yugoslav began the match 
in superb form and took the first 
set without dropping a game in 
just 26 minutes. 

But the 16th-seeded Coetzer, 
who beat third-seeded American 
Jennifer Capriati earlier this 
week, made Seles work much 
harder- for the second set. 

Seles broke Coetzer to go 2-1 
up but the South African im- 
mediately broke back. 

Coetzer then had a breakpoint 
for a 5-3 lead but Seles held and 
then broke Coetzer in the next 
after -a series- 1 of- deuces to 
^effectively end the South Afri- 
can’s challenge. 

■ Seles, bidding for her sixth title 
of the season, will play the winner 
of the second semifinal between 
defending champion Gabriela 
Sabatini of Argentina and Amer- 
ican Mary Joe Fernandez in Sun- 
day’s final. 

“When I was really up (at the 
beginning of the second set) I 
started playing a little defensive- 
ly," Seles said. 


The world number one said a 
gusty wind on the centre court 
bad made life a little difficult on 
another hot day at the elegant 
Foro Italico. 

“Whoever I meet in the final 
HI have to play a lot better than 
I’ve done the whole week," Seles 
added. 

The 18-year-old Seles, beaten 
only once this year, has however 
not dropped a set this week and 
looks in prime form. 

Coetzer dearly had no answer 
in the first set. 

“I didn’t know what to do. She 
was playing so well and I wasn’t 
doing anything wrong,” the 
South African said. 



Monica S eles 


JORDAN SOCCER 
ROUNDUP 


By Aken Bannayan 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — The sixth week of soccer’s first division cham- 
pionship ended with Al Ramtha and Al Hussein topping the 
overall standings while titleholders Al Wibdat slipped further 
down to sixth position. 

In the first of two matches held Friday. Ai Faisali drew 2-2 with 
Al Ahli in an important match as both teams have not lost a game 
yet Al Faisali relentlessly attacked Al Ahli’s goal and scored an 
early goal by Khaled Awad in the 8th .minute. 

In the second half AI Ahli tightened their defence and managed 
to equalise from a penalty kick by Amer. Munib. This was 
followed by another goal which gave Ai Ahli a 2-1 lead. 

Ai Faisali did not give in and kept up their attempts as Jamal 
Abu Abed scored the equalising goal from a header to add a point 
for his team in the overall standings. 

Meanwhile at Al Hassan Sports City Stadium in bind, AI 
Hussein defeated newcomer to the division. Yannonk Amman, 
1 - 0 . 

Al Hussein had many chances to score, as they dominated the 
first half, but Yarmouk’s defence and alert goalkeeper managed 
to end the first half scoreless. 

Al Hussein scored their only goal by Jamal Nawasrah in the 
final minutes of the match. 

The upset of the week was Al Wihdat’s 2-0 defeat to Al 
Qadissieh. Al Wihdat faced a tough Qadissieh defence and an 
alert goalkeeper, Khaled Abdul Fartah, wbo aborted many 
chances as the first half ended scoreless. 

Al Qadissieh set the pace in the second half as-they scored their 
first goal by Mazen Shahin in the 61st minute, followed by 
another goal by Mustafa Adam in the 67th minute, to end the 
.natch with a precious victory for Al Qadissieh who are now 
aiming at improving their standing while Al Wibdat, the current 
titleholders, faced another humiliation and disappointed their 
ferns. Al Wibdat sorely missed the experienced players, Naser 
Ghandour, Yousef Al Shammari, and Imad Ai Zaghai. 

In another match Al Arabi and Sahab played a moderate match 
which ended in a 1-1 draw. 

After the first half ended scoreless, a pass from Ayman Al 
Omari to Ala’ Al Roosan scored Al Arabi’s goal in the 63rd 
minute. Sahab’s Ameed Al Ashab scored his team’s equalising 
goal soon after, denying Al Arabi their first chance to score a win. 

In the upcoming matches Yarmouk Amman plays Al Wihdat 
and Al Hussein clashes with Al Faisali Monday, while Al Arabi 
plays Al Qadissieh and Al Ahli plays Al Ramtha Tuesday. 


STANDINGS 



Pbqretf 

W 

D 

L 

GF 

GA 

PtR 

Al Ramtha 

5 

3 

2 



10 

3 

8 

Al Hussein 

5 

3 

2 

— 

9 

5 

8 

Al Qadissieh 

6 

2 

3 

1 

7 

4 

7 

Al Faisali 

5 

1 

4 

— 

7 

6 

6 

Al Ahli 

5 

1 

4 

— 

5 

4 

6 

Al Wihdat 

5 

1 

2 

2 

6 

7 

4 

Sahab 

6 

— 

4 

2 

7 

11 

4 

Yamook Amman 

5 

1 

1 

3 

4 

9 

3 

Al Arabi 

6 

— 

2 

4 

6 

12 

2 


Marseille refuse to play 
charity cup final 


MARSEILLE, France (R) — 
Marseille have said they would 
not play the charity French Cup 
final scheduled for next week to 
raise foods for relatives of victims of 
the Bastia Stadium disaster. 

“After hearing the position of 
Bastia’s players and officials, 
Marseille's players, supporters 
and officials have decided unani- 
mously not to take part,” 
Marseili Vice-President Jean- 
Louis Lcvreau said. 

The French Soccer Federation 
(FFF) decided Thursday to stage 
a charity final between Marseille 
and Monaco out of solidarity with 
relatives of spectators killed when 


a temporary stand at Bastia’s 
stadiu m col lapsed Tuesday. 

The FFF said the final would 
be official even though there 
would be no awards ceremony. 

At least 12 fans were killed in 
the tragedy before the kick-off of 
the cup semifinal between Bastia 
and Marseille. 

The Corsican team Thursday 
said they did not support the idea 
of such a final. 

M arseille officials asked the 
FFF to have the semifinal against 
Bastia rescheduled shortly before 
the next league season and to 
stage the cup final a week before 
the league resumed. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHAHJF 
& TANNAH HtRSCH 
C1W1 TnouM UkU SoMcai Inc. 


A TIME FOR EVERYTHING 


Both vulnerable. North deals. 
NORTH 

* A J 10 

? A 10 6 
v A J 0 4 

♦ 752 

EAST 


4 8 6 2 
79864 
v K 8 6 3 
*Q4 


West 

Pass 

Pass 


WEST 
4 Q 7 5 
7 7 3 2 
v 7 6 

4 A 10 8 6 3 

SOUTH 
4 K 94 3 
? K Q «J 
v Q 10 2 
*K J9 
The bidding: 

North East South 

1 >> Pass 2 NT 

3 NT Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Six of 4 
If there is one facet of card play 
that distinguishes the expert from 
the average player it is the ability to 
resist the urge to win a trick at the 
first opportunity. Give most players 
a sure trick in the suit and the possi- 
bility of winning a second and no 
thought is devoted to the hand as a 
whole, which might dictate a holdup 
as a means of guaranteeing the con- 
tract This hand illustrates our 
point 

South held a maximum for atwo- 
no-trump response. With a square 
hand and only a weak four-card ma- 
jor. South saw no reason to intro- 


duce the spade suit when a bid that 
described both the strength and 
shape of the hand was available. 

West led a low chib and declarer 
captured the queen with the king. 
South had available seven East 
tricks. One way to establish two 
more was to guess which defender 
held the queen of spades. Since that 
was an even-money proposition, de- 
clarer chose to cash the ace and king 

of spades, in the hope of dropping 
the queen, then fell back on the 
diamond finesse when the lady did 
not appear. Unfortunately, East 
held the Idng of diamonds, and a 
chib return permitted the defenders 
to reel off four dub tricks and the 
queen of spadea aa well as the king 
of diamonds— down two. 

Declarer did well to increase the 
chances of landing the contract by 
attempting to drop the queen of 
spades. However, there was avail- 
able a sure-trick line. All declarer 
had to do was refuse to win the first 
trick! 

Sums no shift an harm declarer, 
the best the defenders can do is 


return s dub. Even if West can prof- 
.ffadarrr 


itably hold up on this trick. 

can now take the diamond finesse 
with complete safety- If it loses and 
East has a club to return, that suit is 
breaking 4-3 and the most the de- 
fenders wiQ be able to collect is three 
dub trickB and a diamond. 


SPORT NEWS IN BRIEF 


Czyz retains WBA cruiserweight title 


LAS VEGAS, Nevada (R) — Bobby Czyz of the United States 
mauled an outclassed but courageous Donny Lalonde of Canada' 
and took a 12-round unanimous decision to retain his World 
Boxing Association (WBA) cruiserweight championship. The 
shorter, stronger Czyz had no problem with Lalonde, who was 
fighting for only the fifth time and the first against a ranked 
opponent following a 34-month layoff that ended last September. 
The 30-year old Czyz, making his third defence of the 190-pound 
title he won 14 months ago, knocked down Lalonde jn the first 
round. Things didn't get any better for the Canadian during the 
next II rounds. Czyz, now 40-5 with 26 knockouts, methodically 
and relentlessly stalked an ineffective Lalonde, taking virtual 
target practice the final six rounds of the one-sided bout. 


fought patiently against ’the journeyman' but ,was landing some 
<bott-*in 4he 'fihaHround when Glb&ri’itopj^fi tBfe Stddii 


heavy'shote-in 

and had the doctor look at the eye. Homansky said 'Martin did not 
appear to want to continue. 


Bubka returns to Ukraine 


Bowe stays undefeated 


BERLIN (AP) — Unhappy with training conditions in Berlin, 
pole vault world record holder Sergei Bnbka has returned to his 
native Urakine to prepare for the Barcelona Olympics, an official 
said Friday. Bubka signed a contract with a Berlin dub in January 
and moved with his family to a dty apartment. But Rudi Thiel, 
track and field director of the OSC Berlin Club, said Bubka has 
returned to Donetsk in Ukraine to prepare for the Olympics. 
Bubka complained that the indoor hall he was using was 
becoming overcrowded 


LAS VEGAS (AP) — Undefeated Riddick Bowe kept his place 
in line for a possible shot at the heavyweight title Friday night by 
stopping Everett Martin in the fifth round of a scheduled 
10-rounder. Referee Toby Gibson stopped the fight at 2:28 of the 
fifth round of the advice of ringside physician Flip Homansky 
after Bowe opened a big cut over Martin’s left eye. Bowe, ranked 
as high as second in the world by the various boxing organisations, 


Budd outside Olympic qualifying mark 


CAPE TOWN (R) — Zola Budd's hopes of representing South 
Africa at the Barcelona Olympics suffered a severe setback when 
she finished outside the 3,000 metres qualifying time. Budd, who 
now runs under her married name of Pieterse, docked a 
disappointing eight minutes 57.47 seconds on her favourite 
Coetzenbuig Track. 


YE5. MA'AM .. MY DOG AND I 
WANT TO THANK YOU FOR 
| ALLOWING ME TO GO HOME 
EARLY YESTERDAY BECAUSE HE 
|WAS SITTING IN THE RAIN.. 


IN FACT, HE WOULD LIKE 
TO THANK YOU IN PERSON ... 


NO, THAT'S ALL RIGHT. 
UJE UNDERSTAND.. 




Andy Capp 



I MISSED MY TELLY 
V I EWINdr U3N IGwr. 
’THERE WAS-* «USH 
. JOS ON AT WOR K 
* AND 1HEV OFFERED 
■ US DOUBLE-RATE 
FOB EVENING WORK- 



Mutt‘n’Jeff 


D IN SPELLING. 
'D'lN CONDUCT. 

D-D- D-D !f 
ClCERo. ILL 
DISOWN YdO AS, 
*1Y SON.' 



, FORECAST FOR SUNDAY MAY 16, 1962 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundafcn 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: This 
wed aspcctind Mothers Day with 
the Moon in mutable Virgo finds 
you thinking of die other fellow 


rather than being wrapped up and 
wife little ini 


preoccupied 
Live the Gc 


interests. 


Golden Role. 


ABIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
You are filled with fee personal 
.desires which activate you most 
powerfully and you should proceed 
wife them vrife courage and wife 
confidence. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) A 
private consultation tins day wife 
any experts of a confidential na- 
ture wbo understands your wsbes 
makes it possbie to devise an 
ramprig n of action. 


GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) All 
kinds of very progressive and alert 
friends are now willing to go along 
and to help you gain the personal 
goals that pressure you toward. 
MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You now would be wise to 
consider what you can do, you 
have left undone that can help you 
have a broader, better standing in 
your co mm unity. 

LEO: (July 22 to August21) Think 
about how you can better apply 
yourself in a number of varied 
ways to the schools of thought that 
mean the most to you at this time. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) A day to consider where your 
attachment would have the 


greatest amount of pleasure as wto 
as enjoying youndf to.fee'ioBeu 
as well, so go there. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Yon certainly have the dunce 
tins day to go out in the world to 
meet some very mteresting petso- 
nalities and become friendly wife 
them. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) A day to consider jus: bow 
you can be helpful and of service to 
those wife whom you have dime 
tittle lately but where yon can be 

constructive. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Make sore yon get 
out and do those recreations that 
especially appeal to you fin- you 

should have an exceptionally good 
time at such outlets. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) You can level the tone 
of conditions at your residence by 
an optimistic and a new apprecia- 
tion of the best points of your 
family members. . 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Now you are fee one who 
needs to get in touch wife as mote 
persons as possible and to renew 
whatever friendly relations may 
have been sagging- . . 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Even though it is a Sunday you 
should have good ideas on how to 
increase your income ami assets 
and devise an intelligent plan to do 
so during the comming days. 







THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



‘Don’t be so stubborn! If your fever is 
that high, go see a doctor!” 




.tn.-.U 


THAT SCRAMBLH7WQBD GAME 
® by Henri Arnold and Bob Laa 


Unscramble Lheee four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


LURTY 


' ' 1 
^ I 

u_ 


li 

MPER 




JL 


GIRFID 


3TC 

□ 

□ 



RITHEH 


~ccc 



THATMU7C7LE-OF- 
THE-KOAI7ER 
MAKES ENEMIES - 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the stove cartoon. 


An3werhem LLLLI) 1 1 ) 


Yesterday's 


(Answers Monday) 

Jumbles: YOUTH MOUSE PURRY - A WEIGH 

Answer A budget is what you cart stay within 

WHEN YOU GO WITHOUT 


K. 


THE Daily Crossword by Harold B. Counts 


- ACROSS 
1 Potato 
5 Balance sheet 
item 

■10 Religious image 

14 ” — sort qui maJ 
y pense” 

15 Singer Reese 

16 Bird of peace 

17 Von Bismarck 

18 Lend — (listen) 

19 Iowa college 
town 

20 Guardians of a 
Idnd 

23 Lifetime 

24 M — the 
ramparts— ” 

25 Party giver 

26 Fortification 
28 Quickly 

32 Resembling; 
suff. 

34 Chin, ideal 

36 Commotion 

37 Wrestling style 

38 Honest person 

43 Means ol 
restraint 

44 Falsehood 

45 Night creature 

46 Blue 

47 Adolescent 
years 

49 Pries 
53 Sage 
55 Before: praf. 

57 Explosive 

58 Starting over 

63 Chills and fever 

64 Woo 

65 Vicinity 

66 Tree trunk 

67 River in Italy 

68 Suture 

69 Dai herb 

70 Glutted 

71 Vortex 


1 

1 

3 

«“ " 

14 - 

- 



17 




20 




23 



■ 

20 



LI 


Me*a SOCK, tat 
A0 FUyns Rmw 


sr 

11 

12 

13 

is - 




19 











ti 



» 

W 











SO 

SI 

S2 

■ 

S7 



to 


- 


as 



- ’ 

89 









7 Toboggan 

8 Actor Jack 

9 Edible root 

10 Potato state 

11 Debuts 

.12 Extra work 
13 Lodi — 
monster - 

21 Japan ese ' 
statesman 

22 Common word 
27 — impasse 


DOWN 

1 Synagogue ■ 
trumpet 
2Fr. soup 

3 Loosened 

4 Fashion name 

5 Maxim 

6 Sp. lady - 


29 Holy i 

3QO£fc>- jJ ms 
31 Silv“.*jiman 
33 Beetle 
35 Give the eye 

37 Atone 

38 Graduating 
class: abbr. 

39 Serving item 

40 Moke fun of 

41 Hurry 

42 Landlord 

47 Asian hofiday 

48 Tropical plant 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


ninnn oniaH moon 
nngn nmz ennan 
range nnnnnnnnnn 

ranrnnmn ofinnnnfi 

ranEnnnnHH nnna 
non noon onoan 

gSHTJraonnnn pan 

hrbhh nnran onn 
□nno confiranmnn 

nnngoHo nnnnmn 

gogiiranonon n^no 

□□non noon nonn 
iJRQn nriDH unnn 


50 Put away 

51 Group of rdna 

52 Like a sauna 
54 Trapshooting 
56 Appraised 


68 — au rhum 

59 Edible lubers 

60 Jerk or pop 
Si Raaign 

82 Naturalness 



‘Or 


Th 
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Kiev appears to roll back on reforms 
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KIEV (R) — Ukrainian Presi- 
dent Leonid Kravchuk appeared 
to be rolling back on economic 
reforms Friday after issuing a 
decree strengthening the role of 
state purchases — the. traditional ' 
refuge of communist planned 
economy. 

.A decree published in Friday’s 
IGev newspapers also exposed a 
big power struggle in Ukrainian 
leadership between reformers 
and conservatives who want to 
brake moves to a market eco- 
nomy. 

“During the transition of the 
Ukrainian economy to die mar- 


ket, implementation of state 
purchases will be obligatory, the 
decree read. 

Under the compulsory state 
purchase system, already scrap- 
ped in Russia, the state buys 
goods produced by factories 
whether these are wanted or not. 

The system was used by the 
leadership of the now defunct 
Soviet Union to force industry to 
meet production targets. 

•During the perestroika era of 
former Soviet President Mikhail 
Gorbachev their continued use 
was denounced by economists as 
a 1 barrier to attempts to reform 
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Financial - 
Markets 


Jordan .Times 

In co-opcrniton with 

Cairo Amman Umtlt 


U.S. Dollar In liitarnatlonal Mntk-U 



Currency 

New York 
Close 

I«-Ir 7/5/1992 

New 'York 
Closoj. . 
imc 8/5/1992 

Sicilian" I’annil" 

1.7W5 

1.7905 

IltuMir Mark 

1.6374 

1.6440 

Snta Franc 

1.5157 

1.5253 ' 

French Franc 

5.5W) 

5.5253 ! 

Japanese Yen 

132.75 

133.37 

Kuroiieau Currrnj Unit 

** 

1.2503 

V.2tf» 

* Vsii r«r mi; 

EnnifinHi Oprah* fit JfcOO mi. CMC 

Eurocurrency Interest Rates Date: 8/5/1992 


Currency 


y ATTHS 

6 MT1IS 

12 MTII5 

U.S. Italia r 

• 3.81 

3.81 

4.00 

4.50 

Sterling 1'uiind 

TD.0b 

10.06 

10.05 

10.00 


9.75 

9.75 

9.75 

9.56 

Sum Franc 

R 7*, 

H.ffi 

■HRR 

8.25 

French Franc 

9.75 

• 9.75 

9.75 

9.75 

Japanese Yen 

4.60 

■H 

A. 567 

4.56 

Ktirnpraii Currency Unit 

10.00 

9.93 

9.9? 

9.87 


I Bln Tun. V MJ mhi for bhumibH nitnlkf U.S. IMfoat UmjMn) tqn. 

Precious Metals Date: B/5/\9 92 



USI)/Ojc 

EffiSSfil 

Mclnl 

l IS 1 1/(1 7. 

Jll/Cm 


_J3*2Q 

6.65 

Silver ■ 

4.10 

.090 


* 21 Kmi> 


Currency 

llid - 

Offer 

U.S. itallar 

0.6850 

• - —0.6870 

Sterling Fullllil 

1.2259 

1.2XU 

'Deutsche Mark 

• ” 0.4165 - 

' 0.4185 

Swra Trane 

0.4487 

0.4509 

French Franc r . ... 

*, 0.1237" 

0.1343 

Japanese’- Vcii^ ** " J '* ' 

if-, -■? <■' - - 

" 031Z7 

» »T| ■ 

0.9153 . . 

Italch Guilder 

0:309? 

0.3717 

Swedish Krona 

0.1163 


Italian Lira* 

0.0553 

0-Q556 

Belgian IVanc 

0.02022 



° IVt W 

Other C iir rendi 


Data: 


9/5/1932 


Currency 

Uid 

Offer 

Haltraini IMuar 

1.7900 

1.8000 

Idmnfc Ura* ‘ 

0.0900 

0.0190 

Saudi Riyal 

0.1823 

0.18® 

Kuwaiti Dinar 



_ 

Qatari Riyal 

0.1858 

0.1868 ' 

Ifctptiaa Pound ■ 

. 0.2000 

0.2150 

Omani Riyal 

1.7530 

1.7630 

% 

DAK 1 Hr bam 

0.7050 

O.106B 

Creek Drachma* 

. 0.3549 

0.3749 

Cypriot Pound 

1.4730 

1.4930 

t 


“ Prr HS 
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the system. 

Publication of the decree 
touched off an angry reaction 
from liberal economists trying to 
launch a market-oriented plan to 
overturn seven decades of com- 
munist planning in Ukraine. 

“The decree halts completely 
all movement in the direction of 
the market,” said an aide to one 
of two economists drawing up a 
reform programme to move to 
the market 

The economists’ original ver- 
sion of the decree,, based on 
Western-style tendering for gov- 
ernment coon tracts, was altered 
drastically without consultation, 
be said. 

“We are prepared to resign 
unless this decree is rescinded," 
he said. 

The two economists, Deputy 
Prime Minister Vladimir 
Lanovoy and Alexander Yemely- 
anov, head of Mr. Kravchuk's 
chief advisory body, had dashed 
for months over the direction of 
economic policy, with Mr. 
Yemelyanov initially considered 
a conservative. 

But the two men, both abroad 


when the decree was published, 
have moved closer in the past 
week, drawing up battle lines 
with an increasingly influential 
conservative faction led by for- 
mer economics minister Anatoly 
Mincbenko. 


The dash is likely to come to a 
head Monday at a meeting of a 
coordinating committee headed 
by Mr. Lanovoy. 

. Mr. Lanovoy has been broadly 
entrusted with steering the Ukrai- 
nian economy through its transi- 
tion to the market and it was not 
dear why bis opinion was bypas- 
sed- 

His plan to reform the eco- 
nomy has won broad approval 
from the International Monetary 
Fund, which Ukraine and most 
other former Soviet republics 
joined last month. 


Statistics published- in Friday's 
edition of the daily Nezavisimost 
newspaper showed Ukraine': 
economy still in a deep slump 
with production falling 15.3 per 
cent in the first quarter. 

Production of consumer goods 
fell 22.2 per cent. 


African leaders call for 
better deal from West 


KAMPALA (R) — Seven Afri- 
can leaders appealed for a better 
deal from the West when they 
began two-day talks with aid 
agencies and donors in the Ugan- 
dan capital Friday. 

“Africa today is rightfully ex- 
pecting support from the West on 
the same scale as that given ti> 
Latin America. Asia and Eastern 
Europe," Benin President 
Nicepbore Sogto, a former World 
Bank official, told a meeting of 
the Global Coalition for Africa, 
an international think-tank. 

The Kampala meeting will dis- 
cuss famine, war, debt, democra- 
cy and economic stagnation. 

Senegalese President Abdou 
Diouf in his opening remarks 
accused the West of imbalances 
when distributing aid around the 
world. 

“We call upon our partners in 
the West to show a more ba- 
lanced approach when distribut- 
ing aid. More and more is now 
going into Eastern Europe," he 
said. * - 

Botswana President Quett Ma- 
sire'addedf “Assistance' to Africa' 
is no less important that it is to 
pthgt . ,?P5 thei .world-" ... 

The meeting is also attended by 
host President Yoweri Museveni, 
World Bank Vice-President Ed- 
ward Jaycox, Secretary-General 
of the Organisation of African 
Unity (OAU) Salim Ahmed 
Salim, officials of the EC and 
International Monetary Fund. 

It is co-chaired by President 
Masire, Dutch Development 
Minister Jan Prank and Robert 
McNamara, former president of 
tiie World Bank. 

The meeting will discuss Afri- 
ca's $270 billion debt. Statistical 
evidence of the continent's de- 
cline is overwhelming. Popula- 


tion growth at between three and 
3.3 per cent a year eats away at 
any economic growth. 

For most states in Africa sums 
owed on annual debt repayments 
exceed export earnings, accord- 
ing to World Bank figures. 

The organisation will also look 
at internal strife and warfare in 
countries such as Sudan, 
Ethiopia, Mozambique, Somalia, 
Rwanda and Liberia and at Afri- 
ca’s large military budget, which 
they blame for the economic and 
social decline. 

“Conflicts retard development 
and that is why there must be an 
African commitment towards en- 
ding internal strife,” President 
Masire told the meeting. 

The need to ensure stable food 
supplies and the impact of 
drought will also be discussed. 

The World Bank says exports 
are the only way to earn the 
foreign exchange to import goods 
needed for economic growth and 
to repay foreign debt. 

Africa's exports were badly hit 
when ' world commodity markets 
tumbled at the. start of the 1980s. 

. -.-Despite, a . recovery in -world 
prices for base metals such as 
copper, those for many cash 
crops like cocoa and coffee re- 
main depressed. Coffee prices are 
at 20-year lows. 

African members of the group 
want to raise growth in gross 
national product to between four 
and five per cent per year, double 
growth in farm output to four per 
cent yearly and raise gross 
domestic savings from 12 to 18 
per cent of gross domestic pro- 
duct by the year 2000. 

They also want to cut or hold 
constant debt service as a propor- 
tion of export earnings. 


Pirelli announces 
$588 million loss 


MILAN* (R) — Italian tyre and 
cables group Pirelli SPA Friday 
said it lost 72 9 billion lire ($588 
tnflfion) - in 1991. slightly more 
than initially forecast,’ although 
its performance improved over 
the first quarter of this year. 

Pirelli said earlier this year it 
expected to have lost 690 billion 
lire ($557 million) in 1991 as a 
result of its failed bid to merge its 
tyre interests with those of Ger- 
man rival Continental A.G. and 
the heavy costs of a restructuring 
plan. 


and diversified products which 
range from sports equipment to 
car components. 

It made a profit of 153 billion 
lire ($123 million) in 1990. 

Pirelli, whose turnover fell one 
per cent to 10.2 trillion lire ($8.15 
billion) last year, plans to sell its 
diversified products division to 
raise around one trillion lire 
($813 million) to cut debt. 

But so far it has not complete 
any asset sales. 


The world's fifth largest tyre 
maker said the increased loss 
reflected a worse than expected 
end to the year in all of its three 
business areas — tyres, cables 


In a statement accompanying 
the results, it said the first three 
months of 1992 were better than 
last year, despite still sluggish 
international economic growth, 
as its drive to cut costs brought 
benefits. 
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Shaalan pinpoints export hindrances 


JTA pushes hard to explore new 
markets for Jordanian products 


By Salam A1 Shawwa 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — The latest numbers 
on Jordanian exports show a de- 
crease from JD 612.252 million in 

1990 to JD 598.627 million in 

1991 due to an additional com- 
mission imposed by the central 
bank on exporters and a con- 
sumption tax levied by the Minis- 
try Of Finance/Cttstoms in addi- 
tion to hardships faced by the 
private sector in opening new 
markets for their products, 
according to a number of indus- 
trialists. 

The industrialists said that de- 
spite government measures to en- 
hance the role of the private 
sector and boost external trade to 
support the Kingdom's balance of 
payments, the export process has 
not reached a mechanism where 
both the government and the 
private sector could work 
together to fulfill aims that could 
strengthen the national economy. 

To overcome difficulties in 
opening new markets, especially 
when the traditional markets in 
the neighbouring countries 
proved unreliable during the Gulf 
crisis, Jordan Trade Association 
(JTA) has adopted a scientific 
approach to carry out the process 
of finding out new and non- 
traditional markets for Jordanian 
exports. 

In its endeavours, JTA has 
succeeded in forming a direct 
relationship with the Internation- 
al Commerce Centre in Geneva, 
via a computer system, where by 
pressing a key burton all the 
required information about any- 
country or market could be 
obtained. 

“It was the lack of information 
that hindered Jordan's export 
drive. It is this information sys- 
tem that is the secret behind our 
success now,” Fawaz A1 Shaalan, 


JTA secretary-general told the 
Jordan Times. 

He said that the JTA plan for 
this year has three main direc- 
tions: 

1) Conducting market surveys 
whuch entail choosing and study- 
ing major markets that axe impor- 
tant to Jordan like Yemen, 
Sudan, Libya, Russia and In- 
donesia. 

“We sent a delegation on a 
special mission to both Yemen 
and Libya to do market surveys 
and to gather all the required 
information for Jordanian trad- 
ers," Mr. Shaalan said. 

2) Holding seminars and case 
studies where JTA members 
would meet to discuss all difficul- 
ties and try to come up with the 
appropriate solutions on the light 
of the available information. 

3) The direct interaction with 
traders on the above mentioned 
markets via exchanging visits by 
economic delegations, holding 
commercial exhibitions and sign- 
ing deals with he private sector in 
those countries. 

Mr. Sh aalan said that JTA 
would set up a permanent office 
in any foreign market if economic 
relations developed to a certain 
level requiring closer and in- 
depth presence. 

He also referred to a number of 
joint-ventures made with the pri- 
vate sector in Austria to build 
electric and pharmaceutical in- 
dustries in Jordan. He, however, 
said that with Russia business was 
mainly concentrated on consumer 
products. 

In asnwering a question about 
local difficulties fared by expor- 
ters, he stressed that JTA works 
as a lobbying group towards the 
creation of an economic cycle 
which requires an indepth vision 
of die local and outside econo- 
mies. 

Mr. Shaalan reviewed a num- 


ber of difficulties and emphasised 
that rules and regulations on 
trade and investment should be 
modernised to refresh the nation- 
al economic performance espe- 
cially after the Gulf crisis. 

He also mentioned the custom 
fees and taxes which hinder in- 
dustrial development. 

“The story of raw material 
being free of taxes has never been 
true as most of raw materials 
imported for industry pay custom 
fees and the ones which are total- 
ly free pay about 5.2 per cent in 
taxes," Mr. Shaalan pointed out. 

This, he said* represents a ma- 
jor headache for all traders and 
industrialists since an item crosses 
the border twice in raw material 
form when imported and as a 
finished product when exported. 

“It is the customs way of deal- 
ing that causes irritation and dis- 
comfort among industrialists as 
the customs department appoints 
permanent employees at factories 
and promote those employees for 
giving hardline to owners of fac- 
tories through their bureaucratic 
procedures, the JTA secretary 
general said. 

Mr. Shaalan described the pro- 
cess as “uncivilised" and won- 
dered how industries can develop 
with all these complications. 

The JTA official questioned 
the reasoning behind increasing 
government representatives at 
the board of Jordan Export De- 
veloping and Commercial Cen- 
tres Corporation (JEDCCC), and 
decreasing the number of private 
sector representatives on the 
board of directors in violation of 
the delcared intention to enhance 
the role of the private sector. 

He called for more effective 
role for the private sector to 
provide JEDCCC with enough 
support in the current period of 
economic challenges. 



Fa wax Af Shaalan 


Los Angeles riots deal blow 
to a market in early recovery 


LOS ANGELES (R) — In the 
riot-scarred neighbourhoods of 
Los Angeles, nervous buyers are 
abandoning or delaying property 
purchases, dealing a blow to a 
market that is just beginning to 
emerge from recession. 

Buyers mostly blame thejir 
change in plans on fear brought 
on by the violence that left 10,000 
buildings torched and up to $3 
billion in damages. 

“This is a disaster for down- 
town. L.A.," said Chuck Lamb, 
president of the California Asso- 
ciation of Realtors (real estate 


away from a deal after his proper- 
ty in the riot-torn south central 
area had been destroyed. 

Another first-time house buyer 
cancelled his contract following 
the riots, she said, adding that 
“these instances are really more 
isolated." 

But some buyers see opportu- 
nities. 

One banker said a borrower in 
a looted area was anxious to 
obtain his loan so he could pro- 
ceed with adding a car park to his 
business property. 

Some real estate agents believe 


brokers), referring to the com- _ ^at other sectors of the city are 
mercial real-estate market, — - 


Mr. Kyser said domestic inves- 
tors will also sit back and assess 
whether they want to pump 
money into an area already be- 
sieged by problems of drugs, gang 
warfare and earthquakes. 

“If a business was looted and 
die owners want to return, they 
could do so in about a month," 
Mr. Kyser said. “But if the prop- 
erty was destroyed by fire then it 
could be years, if the investor 
even decides to return." 

The Los Angeles Sheriffs De- 
partment estimates property 
damage at $717 million. Others 
say that figure is far too conserva- 


tive and one non-government 
source placed the damage at 
more than $1 billion. 

“By the time they sift through 
it all, damage will exceed 51 
billion, I guarantee it," said 
Geoff Thomas, an insurance law 
partner in the firm of Paul, Hast- 
ings, Janofsky Walker. 

Los Angeles was already strug- 
gling against recession and busi- 
ness flight. Other cities in the 
U.S. west may benefit — Seattle, 
Denver, Phoenix, San Diego and 
San Francisco all have campaigns 
aimed at luring foreign business 
away from Los Angeles. 


already suffering from a huge 
overhang of un rented office 
space. 

Property agree that the arson 
and looting that last week rav- 
aged the second-largest city in the 
United States will lead to a drop 
in house sales. But while the 
impact will last longer in the 
affected areas, they see the de- 
cline in house sales as a tempor- 
ary setback. 

“In fact, I'm amazed at how 
quickly things have started get- 
ting back to normal." Mr. Lamb 
said. 

The property market in Los 
Angeles was as hard hit by the 
recession as it was in other parts 
of the country, but this year it has 
started to rebound, aided by 
sharply lower interest rates and 
more attractive home prices. 

In the first quarter, sales of 
existing houses jumped 11.7 per 
cent from the fourth quarter of 
1991 and were up 10.6 per cent 
from a year ago, according to the 
California Association of Real- 
tors. 

Liz Bernard- Anderson, mana- 
ger of an estate agent’s office in 
Hollywood, said one potential 
buyer of a parcel of land backed 


likely to benefit from the prob- 
lems in the troubled areas. 

Meanwhile, as Los Angeles 
tries to return to business as 
usual, the rioting is likely to deter 
the foreign investment that has 
been a major stimulus to the 
region's economy. 

The business community and 
economists agree that last week's 
riots will dissuade many fore- 
igners from investing further in 
the second-largest U.S. city. 

“It will be hard for foreigners 
to understand that calm has re- 
turned and we will need a serious 
effort by all involved to overcome 
what was seen by millions around 
the world.” said Richard Drob- 
nicld, director of the University 
of Southern California's interna- 
tional business education and re- 
search centre. 


“Foreign investment has been 
very important, especially in real 
estate... but it has been sliding 
and this certainly won't increase 
it," be added. 

“What you win see is a slow- 
down in foreign investment until 
they see how we address our 
problems,” said Jack Kyser of the 
Economic Development Corp in 
Los Angeles. 


Credit card giant 
plans to cut costs 
by up to $1 billion 


NEW YORK (AP) — American 
Express Co. plans ro cut operat- 
ing costs at its main card and 
travel division by up to $1 billion 
over three years as it tries to 
rebound from recent difficulties. 

The unit has been battered by 
the recession and bad publicity 
oyer high fees charged to 
businesses that accept the com- 
pany's flagship green, gold, and 
platinum cards: 

American Express Chairman 
James Robinson told sharehol- 
ders the company would cut $500 
million to $1 billion in expenses at 
its travel related services unit 


from credit provisions, marketing 
and interest costs, and opera- 
tions. 

Adding to the company’s trou- 
bles was the release of a book 
describing an alleged smear cam- 
paign undertaken by some Amer- 
ican Express executives against a 
rival international banker. 

The book, by Wall Street Jour- 
nal reporter Bryan Burrough, 
does not directly link Mr. Robin- 
son to attempts* to discredit 
Edmond Safra, who ran a bank 
acquired by American Express in 
1983 but who resigned after dis- 
agreements the following year. 


FOR 

Furnished and unfurnished apartments and vil- 


las in western Amman. 

Please call tel. 698558 


MODERN FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

Roof apartment, two bedrooms, two bathrooms, with telephone 
& central heating. Best residential area, Jabal Amman, near 
Amon Hotel. 

Telephone: 777112 8 am.- 2 p.m. 

674028 after 4 p-m. 


Furnished Apartment For Rent 


Abdoun, in front of American Embassy, 2 bedrooms, 2 
baths, nicely furnished, 2nd floor, central heating, six 
months minimum. 

Price asked JD 2800,-/6 m. 

Tel. No. 698497 



JORDAN PHOSPHATE MINES 
COLTD 


INVITATION TO TENDER 
No. 25F/92 

JPMC announces the invitation to tender No. 
25F/92 (for the supply of additional train of 
demineralised water with instantaneous flow rate 
of 30M3/H. 

The tender documents are available at JPMC 
offices in Amman Supply Department, until 2:00 
p.m. local time Thursday 4.6.1992. 

Application for documents should be accompa- 
nied by a non-refundable fee of JD (50) for each 
set of tender documents. 

The closing date for submission tender is 12:00 
hours local time Saturday 20th June 1992. 

Thabet Taher 
General Manager 


Concerning bilateral economic 
agreements, Mr. Shaalan high- 
lighted the importance of joint- 
economic relations between Jor- 
dan and the outside world, noting 
that when signing equitable con- 
tracts or deals, the opportunity 
broadens to Jordanian industrial- 
ists to export their products 
through the advantages provided 
for in the protocols. 

Ther JTA official told the Jor- 
dan Tunes that the European 
Community (EC) classified Jor- 
dan among the most favourable 
nations to trade with and that 
Jordanian industrialists should 
benefit from the many facilities 
given by the EC. 

He urges the private sector to 
start studying the European mar- 
ket before Europe becomes a 
united bloc endangering the 
Jordanian industry. He noted in 
this regard that a study is current- 
ly being made on the German 
market by the JTA. 

Mr. Shaalan emphasised that 
the private sector should exert 
strenuous efforts to open new 
markets and to lend all possible 
assitance to the government drive 
to boost exports. 
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World News 


Armenian forces take last 
Azeri stronghold in Karabakh 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Arme- 
nians seized the last major Azer- 
baijani stronghold in Nagorno- 
Karabakh, an important victory 
in their four-year conflict over the 
disputed territory, officials and 
news media said Saturday. 

Seizure of the town of Shusha, 
from which Azerbaijan has shel- 
led Armenian positions, will sol- 
dify Armenia's gains against 
Azerbaijan in recent weeks. 

The advance came despite Fri- 
day's announcement that leaders 
of the two nations had signed an 
Iranian-brokered truce. 

Casualties were heavy in the 
overnight campaign against 
Shusha, but no exact figures were 
available, said Azerbaijani gov- 
ernment spokesman Rasim 
Agayev. 

“Shusha is in a complete block- 
ade and communications with the 
city are broken," Mr. Agayev 
told the Associated Press. He 
said the attack by well-armed 
forces came from three directions 
and was finished by morning. 

More than 1,500 people have 
been killed in the conflict. The 
mostly Armenian territory lies 
entirely within Azerbaijan. 

Armenian lighters used heavy 
artillery, rocket launchers and 
military helicopters in the attack 
on Shusha and the Azerbaijani 
town of Agdam, another artillery 
base. 

Mr. Agayev also said Arme- 
nian forces opened an overland 
corridor from northern Armenia 
into Nagorno-Karabakh , which 
has been under a virtual block- 
ade. The territory has depended 
on airlifts of supplies for most of 
die war, and several helicopters 
have been shot down. 

Also Saturday, officials re- 
ported street fighting in Shusha. 
Armenian spokesman Gegam 
Ragdasaryan said Azerbaijan 
fought back with Sukhoi-25 fight- 
er bombers and MI-24 attack 
helicopters but failed to stop 
Armenian advance. 

He said Azerbaijani troops 


were being allowed to leave the 
city. 

Azerbaijani forces launched 
their own attacks Friday against 
nearby Armenian villages, and 
had shelled the region's capital of 
Stepanakert. Three people were 
killed and seven wounded when 
Azerbaijanis attacked two Arme- 
nian villages, the ITAR-TASS 
News Agency reported. 

Azerbaijan and Armenia 
signed an Iranian-brokered 
agreement Friday to end their 
dispute over Nagorno-Karabakh. 
The agreement, reported by the 
official Iranian media, climaxed 
two days of talks supervised by 
Iranian President Hasherai Raf- 


Nagorno-Karabalch 


AZERBAIJAN 


Muriahcctj 


sanjani. 

The accord called for an im- 
mediate ceasefire and an end to 
the economic siege imposed on 
the enclave. 

Several earlier truces have 
been short-lived. 

Farkhad Mekhtiyev, adviser to 
the press secretary of the presi- 
dent of Azerbaijan, said Arme- 
nian troops had taken the town of 
Shusha after a night of fighting. 

“The town of Shusha changed 
bands several times during the 
nigfat, but finally, in the face of 
overwhelming force, Azeris had 
to relinquish control." he told 
Reuters by telephone from the 
Azeri capita] Baku. 

The Pro Armenia news agency 
said 10 Armenian fighters had 
been killed. Snarfc News Agency, 
also based in Armenia, said 
Sbusha fell to Armenian self- 
defence forces at 3 a.m. 

Armenian and Azeri news 
agencies said the Armenian 
troops had followed their assault 
on Shusha with a two-sided attack 
on the Azeri town of Lachin, 
located in a narrow corridor of 
Azerbaijan separating Nagorno- 
Karabakh from Armenia. 

Azeri Radio was broadcasting 
solemn music, the agency added. 

The Nagorno-Karabakh de- 
fence counci] had said Sbusha was 
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being used as the base for repe- 
ated rocket attacks on Stepa- 
nakert, capital of the moun- 
tainous district. 

Azeri President Yagub Mame- 
dov, in a television on his return 
to Baku, initially absolved his 
Armenian counterpart Levon 
Ter-Petrosyan of bad faith. 

“We felt there (in Tehran) that 
the leadership of Armenia, and 
personally Ter-Petrosyan, are in- 
terested in a political solution to 
the problem/* he said. “Dining 
the talks he admitted that there 
are forces that be does not con- 
trol.” 


Bomb mars final days of Filipino campaign 


MANILA (AP) — A bomb ex- 
ploded Saturday near an election 
rally in the southern Philippines, 
killing four people and injuring 
five others on the final day of 
campaigning before next week's 
balloting, witnesses said. 

Another explosion rocked the 
headquarters of a mayoral candi- 
date in the Manila area. There 
were no casualties in the Manila 
incident. 

Violence has marred the final 
days of the election campaign. At 
least nine people were killed Fri- 
day and Saturday in election- 
related attacks. 

Voters will elect a successor to 
President Corazon Aquino from 
among seven candidates and 
choose more than 17,000 other 
officials Monday in the largest 
election in Philippine history. 


Reform advocate Miriam De- 
fensor Santiago has been running 
□eck-and-neck in surveys with 
three other presidential candi- 
dates — butinessman Eduardo 
“Dan ding’’ Cojuangco, former 
Defence Secretary Fidel Fames 
and House Speaker Ramon 
Mitra. 


ploded at 4:50 p.m. (0850 GMT) 
about 500 metres from an elec- 
tion ratty of the People Power 
Party, whose presidential candi- 
date is Gen. Ramos. : . 

Cotabato is- in Magtrindanao 
province, about 895 kilometres 
south of Manila. 


Former first lady Imekia Mar- 
cos and two others trail the four 
leaders in the polls. 


Hie winner in the presidential 
contest will probably lack a con- 
vincing mandate to govern. There 
is no runoff and with seven candi- 
dates, the commission on elec- 
tions estimates the winner will 
probably take no more than 25 
per cent of the vote. 

Radio station DZXL reported 
from Cotabato that a bomb ex- 


Radio reporter Rey Ventura, 
who witnessed the blast, said the 
bomb was apparently placed in- 
tide a jeep which was picking up 
passengers. He said the explosion 
killed four people, including the 
jeep’s driver, and wounded five 
other passengers. 


In die capital, a grenade ex- 
ploded about 4 a.m. (2000 GMT 
Friday) at the headquarters of 
Andres Genito, who is running 
for mayor of suburban Quezon 
City. There were no injuries. 


After riots, candidates begin 


debating issues in U.S. campaign 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
deadly riots in California have 
forced the main candidates in the 
U.S. presidential elections to 
confront difficult issues facing 
America. Character attacks have 
been put aside, at least for the 
time being. 

The riots were sparked by an 
unpopular jury verdict clearing 
policemen of charges in the beat- 
ing of a black man. But they are 
seen as a symptom of the decay in 
the inner tides: Crime, drugs, the 
flight of the middle class to the 
suburbs leaving concentrated 
pockets of poverty, lack of jobs 
for unskilled workers, and ten- 
sions between an increasing vari- 
ety of ethnic groups. 

President George Bush toured 
the riot-scarred areas of Los 
Angeles and promised specific 
measures for short-term relief. 

His administration is reported- 
ly debating whether to come up 
with a programme of long-term 
measures to deal with urban 
problems being pushed by Secret- 
ary of Housing Jack Kemp. 

Mr. Kemp's proposals include 
tax breaks for “enterprise rones” 
in the cities which would help 
residents to own their own homes 
and businesses. 

Mr. Bush came in for criticism 
for failing in the past to take 
action to help the cities and the 
poor and concentrating on law 
and order. 

Hie head of the Los Angeles 
Urban League, John W. Mack, 
said the rioi> provide Mr. Bush 
with a chance to show the country 
“that he wants to reach higher 
and be president of all the 
people.” 

' “He hasn't been so far. I hope 
he’s not going to be preoccupied 
with catering to the right wing, or 
to the police, or to the panic- 
stricken conservatives.” 

Democratic challenger Bill 
Clinton has liberal credentials for 
dealing with urban problems but, 
in the opinion of political com- 


mentators, is vulnerable on law 
and order. 

Aides say he will give a speech 
soon showing he would be tough 
on crime. Hie speech will re- 
portedly include a proposal for 
cooperation between police and 
communities. 

On Thursday, Mr. Clinton 
spoke by acting: Refusing as gov- 
ernor of Arkansas to commute 
the death sentence of a 25-year- 
old killer of a state policeman. 
The man was executed by lethal 
injection. 


videotaped beating of black 
motorist Rodney King. The vio- 
lence didn’t stop until three days 
later after National Guard and 
federal troops were called in to 
help police. 

Residents and civic leaders 
worried about a return to vio- 
lence as federal troops retreat. 
Gang members said at a news 
conference Friday they were join- 
ing forces, bat only to help rebuild 
the community. 


Ross Perot, the Texas bil- 
lionaire who is mounting an inde- 
pendent campaign and showing 
surprising strength in polls — 
most recently coming out ahead 
of Mr. Bush and Mr. Clinton in 
polls in California and Colorado 
— has appointed an issues 
adviser. 

John P. White, a computer 
business executive, former eco- 
nomics professor and former top 
official in the defence Depart- 
ment and federal budget office, 
was chosen to prepare policy 
position papers for Mr. Perot to 
study. 


Sheriff Sherman Block asked 
the National Guard to stay at 
least through the weekend, and 
White House spokesman Martin 
Fitzwater gave assurances tbm 
federal troops would remain on 
standby, if not on the streets. 

“We want to make it dear to 
the people that they're not mov- 
ing out,’’ Mr. Fitzwater said in 
Washington. 

Chief Gates conceded Friday 
he personally made a mistake in 
attending a political fund-raiser at 


the time rioting began April 29. 
He said other mistakes in- 


Mr. White told the Wall Street 
Journal, “well start with the eco- 
nomy, then move on to health, 
education, urban problems, civil 

rights." 

Meanwhile police chief Daryle 
Gates admitted that bis force 
made mistakes in responding to 
initial outbreaks of rioting last 
week but insisted errors occurred 
only in one area and notdtywide. 

Fifty-three people died in the 
nation's bloodiest civil unrest this 
century, 2,383 were injured and 
more than 15,000 were arrested. 
Looting and arson, which re- 
sulted in thousands of fires, con- 
tributed to an estimated $785 
million in damages. 

The wave of death and destruc- 
tion began April 29, just over two 
hours after a jury acquitted four 
white polk* officers in the 1991 


He said other mistakes in- 
cluded waiting too long to bring 
in more forces and retreating 
from an intersection where rio- 
ters pulled bystanders from cars 
and beat them. But he placed 
most of the blame for those errors 
on Lt. Mike Moulin, who com- 
manded officers in the south cen- 
tral area. 


But Mr. Mekhtiyev said the 
latest battle for Sbusha was 
undermining the peace initiative. - 
“We consider it to be no coinci- 
dence that the takeover of Shusha 
was carried out at the. same time 
as peace- agreements were being 
signed,” he said. 

Snark said Levon Melik- 
Shakhnazaryan, the head of 
Nagorno-Karabakh's parliament, 
said Russia would be held re- 
sponsible for any attack using 
planes of the former Soviet army. 

Mr. Mekhtiyev said Azerbaijan 
had nothing to do with the 
bombing. 


Judges 
to probe 
S. African 


killings 


Chief Gates, who has -said he'll 
retire next month, told a news 
conference that on-scene officers 
“chose not to use deadly force 
and backed away.” 

“Had we to do it over again, 
we would have used... deadly 
weapons to get into that,” Chief 
l3ates said. 

Pres dent Bush thanked police 
and firefighters and the troops 
before leaving Los Angeles fol- 
lowing a two-day tour. 

“The events of the past 10 days 
have been packed with emotion 
— raw and intense,” said Mr. 
Bush. ‘ 


CAPE TOWN (R) — Tbc South 
African government, reeling 
under a barrage of murder and 
corruption allegations, named 
two judges to investigate news- 
paper charges that the army and 
police carried ont political IdH- 
ings. 

President F.W. De Klerk 
moved within hours of one news- 
paper report Friday to reopen 
inquiries into the 1985 tatting of 
black activist Matthew Goniwe, a 
man likened in political stature 
to African National Congress 
President Nelson Mandela. 

The weekly New Nation said 
Brigadier (Now General) C.P. 
Van Der Westhoizen, the present 
military intelligence chief of staff, 
ordered the killing of Mr. Goniwe 
and two others. 

The newspaper published what 
it said was a copy of a handwrit- 
ten order saying in Afrikaans that 
the three should be “permanently 
removed from society as a matter, 
of urgency.” 

“The . government views this 
matter in an extremely serious 
light,” Mr. De Klerk said. 

“There will be no delay... no 
stone will be left unturned to get 
to the full truth of this matter,” 
be said. 

Mr. Goniwe ’s widow Nyameko 
said* in a telephone interview she 
doubted if top officers would be 
brought to justice. 

“The best thing for us would be 
if they were to find his killers and 
bring them to justice. But I am 
very sceptical about this. It will 
be police investigating police 
again,” she said. 

The African National Congress 
(ANC) said it was gravely con- 
cerned by fresh of top-level state 
complicity in political violence. 

The South African go v e r nm ent 
and rival black groups Thursday 
welcomed a visit by Organisation 
of African Unity (OAU) moni- 
tors to investigate township vio- 
lence, but rigMst whites said in 
was interference. 

“We have noted the v$t with 
shock,” said the main white 
opposition Conservative Party 
(CP), which is influential in the 
white-led police and army. 

“It is a plan by the ANC and an 
invitation to interference in the 
household affairs of South Afri- 
ca,” said a CP spokesman. 

The government's Foreign 
Affairs Director-General Neil 
Van Heerden said Prectoria was 
prepared to ask local authorities 
to help the team make an objec- 
tive assessment of the situation. 

Hie team, to be led by Nige- 
rian Foreign Minister Ike 
Nwadmkwu and including mem- 
bers from Algeria, Congo, Niger- 
ia, Uganda and Zimbabwe, is due 
to arrive on May 13. 


Military 
shake-up 
in Serbia, 
fighting 
continues 


in Bosnia 


BELGRADE (AP) — Fighting 
raged in strife-torn Bosma-Her- 
zegovina Saturday, a day after 
the Yugoslav leadership purged 
40 Communist officers in a major 
shakeup of the Serb-led federal 
army. 

The purge — apparently 
orchestrated by Serbian President 
Slobodan Milosevic — came as 
the federal army said it would 
relinquish the command of its 
forces in Bosnia and pull some of 
its soldiers from the state by May 
19. 

That would leave up to 80,000 
troops in Bosnia who could con- 
tinue to fight alongside ethnic 
Serbs fighters. 

At least 500 people have been 
killed since Muslims and ethnic 
Croats in Bosnia declared inde- 
pendence in February and 
clashed with minority Serbs and 
the federal army opposed to 
secession from the Serb-domin- 
ated Yugoslavia. 

Fighting overnight in Bosnia 
affected the capital Sarajevo, 
Bosanslri Brod, Doboj and 
Brcko in the north, Bosanska 
Knrpa in the west, and Mostar in 
the southwest, reports said. 

Signs increased of a split in the - 
army over its performance in i 
Slovenia, Croatia and Bosnia — 
which have fought secessionist i 
wars against the Serb-led army. 

All of the ousted generals and 
admirals were Commnnist- 
t rained old-guard commanding 
officers. 

Some junior army officers say 
the federal military should have 
been tougher against the Conner 
Yugoslav republics. 

Milosevic apparently wants to 
distance Belgrade from Serbian 
offensives in Bosnia and bom- 
bardements of civilian targets in 
Slovenia and Croatia to avoid 
sanctions from the west, which 
has condemned the army. 

But the new Yugoslav acting 
defence minister, Gen. .Zivota ■ 
Panic, is believed to pursue ‘the I 
same hardline policies as his pfe- : 
decessor, Gen. Blagoje Adric. 

Others ousted besides Adzic 
were Serbian Defence Minister 
Gen. Marko Ncgovanovic, the 
army's Bosnian Commander 
Gen. Milutin Kukanjac and Geo. 
Andrija Raseta, who commanded 
forces in Zagreb during the fight- 
ing in Croatia last year, the Tan- 
jug News Agency said. 

No replacement were im- 
mediately announced. 

In Sarajevo, Serb-Muslim 
street battles and artillery fire 
resumed overnight in its suburbs, 
but ceased by 6 a.m. (0400 
GMT). 

In Sarajevo, Serb-Muslim 
street battles and artillery fire 
resumed overnight in its suburbs, 
but ceased by 6 a.m. (0400 
GMT). At least two people were 
killed, Sarajevo Radio said. 

Grenades continued to fall on 
the city at noon Saturday, and 
there was sniper fire from the 
Marshal Tito Federal Army Bar- 
racks. 

More than 120 people have 
been kttled in Sarajevo in the past 
week. 

At least 150 people were 
wounded in the past three days in 
Mostar, Croatian radio reported. . 

Mostar was once a popular, 
tourist spot famed for its 16th- 
century bridge, old buildings and 
a spectacular mountain setting. 

Belgrade TV said seven federal 
soldiers were killed in the clashes 
Friday. 

Heavy fighting also flared in 
Brcko and -Bosanski Brod on 
Bosnia’s northern border with 
Croatia, media reported said. 

In a separate development, 
photographers working for Reu- 
ters filmed the summary execu- 
tion of two unarmed prisoners 
Thursday in Brcko, a small town 
devastated by fighting in Bosma- 
Herzegovina’s bloody war. 
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WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Earth Summit treaty nears completion 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — Officials from 143 nations neared the 
end of two years bard negotiating, poised to approve a landmark 
treaty committing industrialised nations to fight global warming 
by curbing greenhouse-gas emissions. Delegates were set to work 
throughout the night on a compromise text of a dimate-change 
convention to be signed by world leaders at next month's Earth 
Summit in Rio De Janeiro. Last-ditch objections by Saudi Arabia 
and other oil-producing nations slowed debate on the text, but 
observers doubted anything would disrupt the treaty's likely 
approval. 


Ml 5 to take over anti-IRA intelligence 


LONDON (R) — Britain's counter-espionage agency Ml 5 will 
take over from the police in gathering intelligence against Irish 
Republican Agency (IRA) guerrillas, the government said. “The 
purpose of this change is to enable the security service to use to 
the full the skills and expertise which they have developed over 
the years in their work on counter-terrorism," Home Secretaty 
Kenneth Clarke told parliament. M15 Chief Stella Rimingfon, in 
a rare public statement, welcomed the new role for Britain's 
internal secret service saying it would work work with police “to 
help them bring terrorists to justice.” The shift follows a series of 
bombings by Irish nationalist guerrillas and an embarrassing 
admission by police, leaked to newspapers, that they bad little 
intelligence on Irish Republican Army operations on the British 
mainland. 


Tajik opposition urges president to quit 


DUSHANBE, Tajikistan (R) — Tajikistan’s opposition Saturday 
called on conservative President Rakhmon Nabiyev to resign and 
make way for a coalition government of pro-Muslim and 
Democratic forces. But provincial authorities in Mr. Nabiyev's 
native Leninabad region threatened to declare independence 
from this mountainous Central Asian country if their leader is 
ousted. “The culmination of our revolution should be the 
resignation of the president," Rakhim Musuimanion, deputy 
head of the Democratic Party, told Reuters. Mr. Nabiyev, elected 
last November amid opposition accusations of widespread ballot- 
rigging, has been holed up in the heavily-guarded former 
headquarters of the KGB security police since his government 
collapsed Thursday. He has offered to work with the anti- 
communist opposition in a coalition government and has made 
several concessions, including sacking the vice-president and 
other top officials. 


Mulroney regaining support 


OTTAWA (R) — Canadian Prime Minister Brian Mulroney. 
whose Conservatives sank to a low of 1 1 per cent earlier this year, 
has began talking tough and it's paying off in opinion polls. Since 
March, Mr. Mulroney has charged the United States with acting 
like a “tin-pot dictator" over trade restrictions taken against 
Canada and accused European fishermen of 1 “raping” Canada's 
Grand Banks fishing grounds. Last week be toid French-speaking 
Quebeckers they must stay in or get out of Canada, but cannot 
have it both ways. Aided by a brighter economic outlook and 
signs of progress in resolving the constitutional crisis threatening 
to split Canada apart, Mr. Mulroney has recouped lost ground. 
After sinking to a record low of 11 per cent support in opinion 
polls, the Conservatives have moved up to 20 per cent to tie with 
the New Democrats, but are still well behind the Liberals' 37 per 
cent, , according to an Angus Reid poll released this week. 


Thai opposition leader ends fast 


BANGKOK (R) — Opposition leader Chamlong Srimuang 
ended his death fast Saturday but urged thousands of protesters in 
central Bangkok to fight on against Thailand’s unelected Prime 
Minister Suchinda Kraprayoon. Mr. Chamlong later told a rally of 
about 6,000 people he was also resigning as leader of his Palang 
Dli anna “Moral Force” Party in order to unity the opposition, 
which the military claims is splitting. “I vow to continue fighting 
until Suchinda resigns.” said Mr. Chamlong, whose hunger strike 
since Monday had galvanised huge street protests demanding that 
Gen. Suchinda resign. 


Scots Nationalists demand referendum 


EDINBURGH (R) — Nationalists said Friday that results in 
Britain's local council elections strengthened their case for a 
referendum on Scotland’s link with England. Scottish National 
Party (SNP) leader Alex Salmond raid the SNP won 25 per cent of 
the vote in Scotland in Thursday's ballot, more than the ruling 
Conservative Party. Mr. Salmond said the results put in question 
the right of Prime Minister John Major's national government to 
legislate for Scotland. “I don't daim the SNP has the right to rule 
Scotland on 25 per cent of the vote," he told reporters. "I do 
question die Conservative right to rule Scotland on 25 per cent of 
the vote." 


WHO gets 6 new members 


GENEVA (R) — Six newly-independent states have joined the 
World Health Organisation (WHO), raising its membership to 
176, a spokeswoman for the United Nations agency said. She said 
the new members were the former Yugoslav republic of Slovenia 
and the former Soviet republics of Armenia, Georgia, Kirgbyz- 
stan, Moldova and Tajikistan. 


Indian liquor death toll hits 115 


CUTTACK, India (R) — The number of deaths pjiimH fry 
poisonous liquor in India’s eastern state of Orissa rose to 1 15 
Saturday, police and hospital sources said. They said 125 people 
were fighting agonising battles for life a.t hospitals in Cuttack City, 
where hundreds of people have fallen ill since Wednesday after 
drinking the liquor. Among the dead were 10 women and two 
children. Unofficial sources put the death toll at over 150, saying 
at least 40 people who died at home bad been cremated without 
informing police. Police said some liquor vendors were paying 
relatives to cremate the dead instead of telling the authorities. 
Police have so far arrested 13 people and dosed down all drink 
shops. The Orissa government has banned the sale and consump- 
tion of “country” (cheap) liquor in the state. 


Congressional committee gets Reagan ‘tapes’ 


"NEW YORK (R) — The Federal 
Bureau of Investigation (FBI) has 
given hours of secretly-made 
tapes that were stored in a ware- 
house for more than a decade to 
congressional investigators prob- 
ing whether Republicans delayed 
the freeing of U.S. hostages held 
in Iran in 1980, FBI sources said. 

The sources, who asked not to 
be identified, said the tapes in- 
cluded a conversation that 
appeared to be between then 
Republican presidential candi- 
date Ronald Reagan and a man 
file sources said was an Iranian. 

Hie sources said file tapes were 
discovered during a three-week 
hunt that ended last month of an 
airport hanger in upstate New 
York that is used as a storage 
warehouse by the FBI. More than 
80 FBI agents took part in the 
hunt 


They said that about 10 hours 
of tapes were discovered and 
turned to the joint Senate-House 
of Representatives Task Force 
probing the so-called “October 
Surprise,” allegation that the Re- 
publicans convinced Iran not to 
free the hostages until after the 
presidential election. 

The sources declined to say 
what the two men discussed on 
the tapes or who ordered the 
search for the tapes. The hearings 
start next month. 

Mr. Reagan has denied that be 
made any effort to delay the 
release of the hostages daring his 
successful campaign with vice 
presidential running male George 
Bush agains t President Jimmy 
Carter in 1980. * 

Instead, the former president 
has said be made efforts to free 
the hostages although he has de- 


clined to give specifics. 

The sources did not know bow 
the FBI came to make the tapes 
in 1980 but said they assumed the 
man speaking to Mr. Reagan 
was the object of an investiga- 
tion. 


Namibian wins Miss 
Universe pageant 


BANGKOK (R) — Miss Nami- 
bia, 19-year-old model MicheDe 
McLean, was crowned Miss Uni- 
verse Saturday in a glittering 
pageant overshadowed by huge 
anti-government demonstrations 
on the streets of Bangkok, Miss 
Colombia, 21-year-old student 
Poala Turbay, was runner-up and 
in third place was Miss India, 
20 -year-old model Madhusfarj 
Sapra. Ms. McLean, a brunette, 
takes home cash and prizes worth 
over 5250,000. She was downed bj & 
outgoing Miss' Universe, 
Lnpita Jones of Mexico. Meeting 
the press afterwards, she im- 
mediately fended off questions on 
the political unrest in Thailand 
and on why a white woman was 
representing the mainly-black 
African nation of -Namibia, j 
“We’ve been very busy for the ! 
past few days and haven’t had a | 
chance to read the news,” she { 
said. “I don't know anything ab- 
out the situation.” 




‘Mummy-to-be-doli’ 
goes on sale 


NEW YORK (AP) — Right after 
she gives birth, Judith has her 
figure again, with a belly flat as a 
board. There’s no weariness oo 
her face, her blond hairdo re- 
mains in [dace. And she can do it 
all over again right away. Judith 
is an llVi-inch (29.2-centimetrc) 
doll with a belly that comes off to 


reveal a baby that pops ont 
Priced at S19.95, the doll was 


Priced at S19.95, the doll was 
selling briskly at Fao Schwarz, a 
New York toy store, where it 
went on the shelves. Her arrival 
caused a traffic jam of shoppers 
and passersby, including high 
school ghis who giggled, “that’s 
so neat,” when they saw the dog. 
“I used to stick staffing up to 
pretend that,” said Denise Ken- 
ner, 18. Diane Welsh, president 
of the New York Gty chapter of 
the National Organisation for 
Women, wasn't amused. “AdoH 
that magically becomes pregnant 
and unpregnant is an irrespopsi- 
tfle toy,” roe said. “We need to 
understand having a child is a 
very serious business. We .have 
endugh unwanted children in tbs 
world.” 


Princess Anne - 
dances with ‘navy 
sweetheart’ 


co 


»S«2i5*: 


LONDON (R) — Princess Anne | >v 
has danced the night away with a 
handsome navy frigate comma n- ~ ^ 

der just two weeks after getting a 
divorce, British tabloids re- ^ ■ 
ported. Newspapensplasfaedpio- 
tures of Princess Anne, 41, trip- I-;-... 
ping a Scottish reel at the Royal 
Caledonian Ball with 37-year-old v-. •, , 
bachelor ■ Com mander Tim Lanr- v : .., 
ence, her former equerry. “Anne 
gets her man,” said the headline. _■ 

Anne was “starry-eyed," the Sun *- .1..'' 
reported. “So in love," gushed 
the Daily mirror. According to • ■ ^ . 
one guest present at the charity 
ball. Commander Laurence w 
whirled Princess Anne round the Rat 

dance floor. “She was laughing '-sift* - p 
almost non-stop. She was ecsta- ^ 
tic.” Newspapers said that, after 2s, : 
the divorce of Princess Anne and — . 
Captain Mark Phillips two weeks ... .. 
ago. Queen Elizabeth had given 's w -. 
wr blessing to a love which her 


only daughter has had to keep 
secret for six years. In 1986 inti- 
mate letters from Commander 
Laurence to Princess Anne were 
stolen from her briefcase. And 
the Sun said Buckingham Palace 
had consulted the office' of 
George Carey, Arch bishop of 
Canterbury and spiritual head of 
the state Church of England, to 
discuss an autumn wedding 
announcement for Princess and 
“her navy sweetheart”. . 


Fertility doctor 
sentenced to 5 years 
in prison 


They declined to name the man 
but one source said, “the voices 
were dearly theirs” referring to 
Mr. Reagan and the Iranian. 

FBI New York spokesman 
Joseph Vaiiquette refused all 
comment “We are not going to 
discuss any of this. We have 
absolutely no comment to 
make,” he said. 


Spokesmen for several of the 
13 congressmen and two senators 
investigating the “October Sur- 
prise” had no comment on 
whether the tapes had been 
turned over. ■ 


^-EXANDRIA, Virginia (R)— r 
A former fertility doctor, con- , 
wded of fraud and peijnry.;fpr 
deceptively 

impregnating - .' P 8 ” 
bents with his own spenUi'V®* 
“ntenced Friday to five years in .. v 
Prison and fined S75,000. Tbe ./■ 
doctor, Cecil Jacobson,' wasafeo •.?-* 
orderedto pay $39,000 in restitu- ;>■ 
bon to patients who had not 
received civil settlements in. a % - 
swies of private lawsuits- U.S. ..’ r ; 
District Court Judge- James 
Cacheris, in sentencing Dr. /*., 
Jacobson, said, “I don't tbmk he 
has shown acceptance of respon- : V 
ability" for the psychological - 
harm caused to women who be * • 
misled into believing they were 
pregnant. In addition, Cacheria - v 
sentenced Dr. Jacobson to ttyec.': 
J® 81 *' probation. Under federal ,*». 
sentenc “ig guidelines, Dr. Jacobi --C 
son will have to serve- all five 
ysms of his sentence. 
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